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I.  INTRODUCTION 

 

 This comprehensive study examines undergraduate law-based degree programs in the 404 United States universities 

with undergraduate degrees in business
1
 that had AACSB

2
 accreditation in 2005.

3
  Sixty-seven law-based degrees in business 

at fifty-seven universities
4
 are identified and summarized in Appendix I.  University Web sites were used to identify and 

compare law-based undergraduate programs inside business to law-related programs outside the college of business that were 

either housed in a department or were interdisciplinary programs.
5
  Authors use the term ―law-based programs‖ to encompass 

these undergraduate degree programs (both inside and outside business):  legal studies programs,
6
 pre-law degrees, ―law and 

society‖ degrees and law specializations within a discipline programs.
7
  Such law-based programs heighten awareness of 

legal issues facing businesses, help prepare students for law school or foster a citizen‘s understanding of legal issues. 

 

 The primary purpose of the study is to identify the universities which have law-based undergraduate degree 

programs inside a college of business and to categorize those programs (a) by type of program (legal studies, business law, 

pre-law or other specialization) and (b) by classification as a minor or (for the balance of the programs) by the number of 

law-related business courses required in the program.  Nonminors are classified as either a ―major concentration‖ or a ―mini-

focus‖
8
 depending on the number of law-related business course requirements.  A related objective is to determine whether 

there is a relationship between the type of program and the number of business law course offerings in that program.  A 

reasonable conjecture is that legal studies degrees in colleges of business should be distinguishable from pre-law and ―law 

and society‖ degrees, and will likely include more business law requirements than other law-based undergraduate degrees.  A 

second purpose for the study is to identify the disciplines with which business law faculty members are housed.  The 

hypothesis examined is whether the name of the department
9
 housing business law faculty members has a statistical effect on 

whether an undergraduate law-based degree program exists inside the college of business.  The final purpose for the study is 

to identify other institutional factors that may have a statistical impact on whether a law-based degree program exists inside 

the college of business.  These other institutional factors include the existence of an undergraduate law-based program 

elsewhere in the university (outside business), existence of a criminal justice degree, existence of a juris doctorate degree at 

the university, and the size of the university based on student enrollment.  SAS Categorical Modeling (CATMOD) was used 

to analyze the impact of other institutional comparative data.  Authors hope that this analysis, along with descriptions of 

several programs, will assist faculty members in designing or modifying law-based programs and in understanding the 

dynamics associated with developing such programs.   

 

 Section I of this article (the Introduction) provides a structure for classifying and analyzing AACSB undergraduate 

university law-based programs and sets forth the basic purposes for this study.  Section II distinguishes four types of law-

based programs:  legal studies programs in business, pre-law degrees, ―law and society‖ programs, and law specializations 

within a discipline.  Authors provide examples of university programs and a model of course requirements for each of the 

first three types of programs.  Section III explains in greater detail how programs are classified and the methodology used to  
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analyze the programs and institutional data.  Section IV focuses on statistical analysis of the data.  Subsection A identifies the 

departments in which business law faculty members are housed in each of the 404 universities.  Then the influence of the 

name of the department housing business law faculty members on the existence of a law-based program inside a college of 

business is analyzed.   In assessing the likelihood that a law-based program exists inside business, the most significant 

findings are related to the name of the department.  Subsection B examines the influence of student enrollment at the 

university on the existence of law-based undergraduate programs.  Subsection C examines the influence of law-based degree 

programs housed in a department outside the college of business on whether a law-based program exists inside the college of 

business.  Two-thirds of the law-based degree programs are outside business.  Subsection D examines whether other 

institutional variables such as juris doctorate graduate degrees and criminal justice programs affect the existence of a law-

based program in business.  In section IV, the authors provide a descriptive analysis of several law-based programs and 

highlight the difficulty in classifying some of the programs as inside versus outside business.  The section also examines 

inter-disciplinary degree programs that are co-sponsored or not housed in a single department.  The authors also note which 

interdisciplinary programs include business law as a component.  In section V, the authors include selected observations 

concerning difficulties in developing and retaining law-based programs inside business.  Section VI is the conclusion, 

containing highlights of the results and emphasizing that legal studies programs in business should foster recognition of legal 

issues and minimization of associated risks, along with developing analytical skills within the context of business dynamics.  

Appendix I lists the universities with law-based undergraduate degree programs offered inside business at AACSB accredited 

universities and characterizes those programs by program title, total credit hours and business law hours.  Appendix II 

provides the coefficients, Chi-Square numbers and significance levels associated with the SAS tables included in the body of 

the article. 

 

II.  TYPES OF LAW-BASED UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAMS – RATIONALE AND CURRICULUM  

 

 ―Law-based programs‖ is the collective term used by the authors for undergraduate law-related degrees in four types 

of programs:  legal studies/business law, pre-law, ―law and society,‖ and law specializations within a discipline.
10

  Specific 

minors in areas such as public law, constitutional law or cyber law are classified as discipline-specific law-based programs.
11

  

Criminal justice programs were classified separately and were not included in the collective term ―law-based programs‖ for 

purposes of statistical analysis.‖
12

  Law-based programs are designed primarily to prepare students for (1) managerial 

positions for which understanding of the regulatory environment in which businesses function is vital, (2) law school or other 

graduate study or (3) careers in government, politics, police work or journalism.  While elective courses may overlap in these 

programs, the core focus of each program is different.   

 

A.  Legal Studies in Business Programs 

 

 Legal studies degrees in business are typically designed to expose business persons to the regulatory environment in 

which businesses function, including employment law issues, legal institutions, and fiduciary responsibilities so business 

persons can more effectively make informed and ethical business decisions.   In explaining this purpose and the philosophy 

behind the design of its legal studies degrees and curriculum, the University of Miami recognizes: 

 

The modern manager faces increasing legal implications in daily operations and in formulating business 

policy.  Effective decision-making requires an appreciation of the social, ethical and political basis of law 

as it relates to business.  Business law courses provide the student with insight into legal institutions, the 

nature of legal language, the regulatory environment as well as substantive principles of contracts, sales, 

business organizations and commercial relationships. Business law courses feature the use of problem-

solving techniques which aim to develop the analytical decision-making capacity of the students. . . . This 

course of study facilitates the interaction between legal counsel and the business manager.
13

 

 

 The importance of fostering an understanding of legal considerations for businesses is echoed in the University of 

Denver‘s rationale for its business legal studies minor: 

 

Today‘s managers and professionals operate in a complex legal environment that affects all functions of an 

organization.  Firms increasingly seek business graduates with knowledge of the legal and regulatory 

climate for jobs in human resources, marketing, purchasing, environmental affairs and regulatory 

compliance.  Regulators and staff members with government agencies at the local, state and federal levels 

also require a working knowledge of law and legal research methods.
14

 

 

 With this working knowledge, managers should be better equipped to identify potential legal issues and minimize 

liability risks associated with them.  Professor John Allison identified a list of legal risks permeating various aspects of 

business activities and also classified those risks according to functional areas of business in his Journal of Legal Studies 



  

Education article.
15

  In Professor Scott Massin‘s empirical study, Fortune 500 CEOs rank the importance of knowledge of the 

various areas of the law on the managerial capabilities of corporate, non-production employees.  Rank order by frequency 

emphasizes the importance of (1) fair employment law, (2) government regulation of business, (3) corporate 

law/environmental law, (tie) (4) contract law/antitrust law (tie) and (5) ethical issues and administrative procedures (tie).
16

  

Problem-solving techniques which foster analytical thinking are included in many law courses and are quite useful to the 

development of decision-making abilities that extend beyond bottom-line quantitative orientation.  More recently, Professor 

George Siedel‘s extensive literature review and data collected from senior managers attending executive programs at the 

University of Michigan also rates law at or near the top in ―value‖ and ―importance,‖ even when compared to other 

traditional business disciplines.
17

 While the more recent studies place heightened emphasis on ethical concerns, breach of 

fiduciary duties and international implications,
18

 the traditional legal risks identified in Allison‘s article are a good starting 

point if one wants to design a business law curriculum focused on ―managing legal risks,‖ as recommended by Professors 

Rene Sacasas and Anita Cava in their model for a legal studies major.
19

  The following programs are exemplary of major 

concentrations and minors in legal studies at AACSB accredited universities. 

 

 California State University-Northridge has one of the largest
20

 legal studies programs inside the business college 

with 350-400 students majoring in business law.  To support its 21-hour Business Law Option (major concentration),
21

 there 

are ten full-time professors, plus adjuncts.  Students must complete two business law classes
22

 in the core curriculum in its 

College of Business and Economics, a lower division and an upper division class.  Majors take five additional elective 

courses (fifteen hours) in courses such as Women and Law, Estates, Intellectual Property, Real Estate Law, Labor and 

Employment Law, Commercial Transactions, Marketing Law, and Legal Research.  One course in anti-trust or in Law and 

Economics can be taken as an elective.
23

 

 

 Duquesne University offers a Concentration in Legal Studies in the School of Business.  Requirements for the major 

concentration (27/21)
24

 include the core business law course plus the following three required business law courses:  

Contracts, Commercial Transactions, and Law of Business Organizations.  In addition, students choose five business 

electives; electives include Real Estate Law, Law of International Commercial Transactions, Legal Aspects of Human 

Resources Management and other business (nonlaw) courses.  Students must take twelve hours of business law and may take 

as many as twenty-one credit hours of business law in this 27-hour program. 

 

 Hofstra University offers an 18-hour Legal Studies in Business Minor composed entirely of business law courses.  

Students select six of eleven business law course offerings, choosing from:  ―Introduction to Legal Systems, Environment 

and Contracts,‖ Contract Law, Legal Aspects of Business Organizations, Advanced Legal Aspects of Business Organizations, 

Labor and Employment Law, ―Wills, Trusts and Estates,‖ Cyber Law, Law for the Internet and Technology, Law in the 

Global Economy, Litigation and Alternative Dispute Resolution, and ―Legal Research and Writing.‖
25

 

 

 The University of Georgia does not offer a stand-alone major or minor, but its College of Business does offer a 

Legal Studies Emphasis (as one of nine focus areas under an International Business Major).  In addition to the core legal and 

regulatory environment of business course, twelve business law hours are required.  The required courses are:  Business Law, 

Employment Law, Negotiation/Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR), and International Legal Transactions for Business.  

This university also offers a cross-disciplinary environmental law minor in the College of Agricultural and Applied 

Economics.
26

 

 

 A fairly typical pattern in legal studies degrees in business requires two or three specific business law courses, which 

often include:  a legal environment course, a commercial law/business organizations course and a legal research/writing 

class.
27

  Students then select two to five courses from a smorgasbord of business law classes.  In addition, they must take one 

or more social science law/public policy courses or nonlaw business electives.  Indiana University-Bloomington, Miami 

University-Oxford, Ohio, Missouri State University, Pennsylvania State University, Temple University, and Trinity 

University all have variations of this approach.
28

  Twenty-four of the twenty-seven legal studies programs contain twelve or 

more hours of business law / legal environment in the requirements.
29

  (See Appendix I.) 

  

 Sometimes law-based programs attempt to be ―all things to all people‖ rather than identifying a primary purpose and 

concentrating on that focus.  As Anita Cava and Rene Sacasas recognized in their Journal of Legal Studies Education article 

discussing the basis for the University of Miami Legal Studies Major, ―[r]ather than being a pre-law major or paralegal 

educational experience, the course of study is designed to enhance business decision-making by developing business 

executives capable of understanding and managing the daily legal implications of their business as well as managers who are 

sophisticated consumers of legal services.‖
30

 The legal studies in business degree should stress contextual critical thinking 

skills as ―an educational hybrid, representing a blend of liberal arts‘ emphasis on intellectual inquiry with the business 

school‘s concern with problem identification and resolution.‖
31

   

 



  

 If a university is considering creating a new legal studies program inside business, the program should be targeted 

toward business applications, including the identification, minimization and management of legal and ethical risks of 

businesses.  Business students should be introduced to the reality that there are many, many ever-changing laws and 

regulations which require daily or periodic compliance.  Managers should also develop a heightened awareness of fiduciary 

duties and ethical constraints influencing their decisions.  Critical thinking and analysis application skills should be 

specifically developed in association with business problems that include legal issues.  Outside electives (interesting though 

they may be) should be minimized.  Most of the courses offered should be business law-related courses.  Based on these 

parameters and hundreds of hours of examining programs in this data set, the authors propose the following courses as a 

model for a legal studies degree in business: 

 

Legal Studies Program in Business (18-24 hours): 

 

     Substantive courses:  Select four or five of the following courses: 

 

          -Legal Environment of Business 

           (including torts, products, courts, ADR, contracts and sales, and regulatory topics) 

          -Business Organizations with Agency Fiduciary Responsibilities 

          -Employment Discrimination Law 

          -Property Law (personal property, real estate and UCC debtor-creditor rights) 

          -Business Ethics and Managing Legal Risks 

           (including Anti-Fraud and Securities Regulation) 

 

     Skills courses:  Select two or three of the following courses: 

 

          -Legal Research and Writing 

    (emphasizing identification and analysis of legal problems in business) 

          -Regulatory Interpretation and Application 

               (such as an Environmental Regulation seminar course in which students have  

                several assignments requiring them to locate and apply regulations to  

                environmental issues facing businesses) 

         -Alternative Dispute Resolution of Business Problems Practicum 

         -Accounting 

 

B.  Pre-Law Programs 

 

 In contrast, pre-law programs are aimed primarily at preparing students for law school or for careers as paralegals. 

While pre-law advising exists at most universities,
32

 the question of whether there should be undergraduate majors in law is 

more controversial.
33

  Before World War II, law degrees were offered on the undergraduate level.  Since the evolution of the 

juris doctorate degree, universities are more reluctant to offer a particular undergraduate curriculum for pre-law, emphasizing 

that there are many majors and paths to preparing one for law school.  While this is true, the authors of this article believe 

that curricular guidance is better than a vacuum.  As an undergraduate student one should be exposed to enough law, social 

science and business courses that he/she can (a) determine whether law school is an appropriate career path (b) have a little 

substantive exposure to areas of law to provide a context for what he/she will learn the first year of law school, and (c) 

develop critical thinking and analytical skills in combination with oral and written articulation.
34

   

 

 Pre-law programs are housed in a variety of departments, ranging from the social sciences (political science to 

philosophy to economics) to business to communications.  Typically, pre-law degrees require courses in their own discipline 

and sometimes include electives in other social science areas.
35

   Pre-law programs are most frequently housed outside the 

college of business (and often do not even include a business law class).  The few pre-law degree programs (10) that are 

housed in AACSB accredited business colleges generally do not require many business law classes.  Instead, they require 

other business classes or English or social science classes. 

 

 Pace University‘s two law-related minors inside business exemplify the difference between a legal studies minor and 

a pre-law minor:  pre-law programs typically include less business law.    The Law Minor at Pace requires fifteen hours of 

business law courses.  In contrast, its newer Pre-Law Minor requires only two business law classes (six hours).  The other 

nine hours for the pre-law degree are chosen from logic (philosophy), constitutional law, and communications (debate, report 

writing, organizational communication).  Combined, there are 150-200 students enrolled in these minors at Pace University,
36

 

with most students opting for the more traditional legal studies minor.  

 



  

 The Pre-law Specialty at State University of New York – College at Brockport typifies the pre-law program inside 

business by including more social science than business offerings.  Only one business law course is required for the specialty 

beyond the business college core required business law course.  Students must also take Criminal Law (criminal justice 

course), plus either Law and the Legal Process (political science course) or The Adjudication Process (criminal justice 

course).  For the two upper level electives students select from offerings in criminal justice, political science, philosophy and 

advanced composition (English Department).  Only one business class is offered in the list of electives (Employment Law 

and Compliance). 

 

 The other pre-law model in business focuses on nonlaw business courses.  Nicholls State University‘s Pre-law 

Concentration illustrates this model.  The core Legal Environment of Business class and Commercial Law are required.  The 

remaining thirty credit hours are to be chosen from accounting, economics, marketing, management, government and one 

English class. 

 

Only two of the ten pre-law programs inside business have the possibility of more than nine hours of business law.  

One pre-law option at Oklahoma State University requires only six hours of business law, but up to fifteen hours can be taken 

in the program.
37

  Bowling Green State University‘s business-sponsored Pre-law Specialization is one of the few programs to 

retain several business law hours, while adding the non-business breadth in its 21-hour program (core course plus eighteen 

hours).  In addition to the core legal environment course, students are required to take a business law elective and either 

International Business Transactions (inside business) or Philosophy of Law (outside), plus Intermediate Writing (English), a 

course called ―Great Ideas‖ (in the Arts and Sciences College), Constitutional Law: Powers and Relationships (Political 

Science), and Legal Research and Drafting (inside business).   

  

Although many universities shy away from a particular pre-law curriculum, the authors of this article believe that a 

balanced, targeted curriculum helps prepare students with the critical thinking and articulation skills necessary for law school, 

while exposing students to enough substantive law for them to make a more informed decision about their career choice.  

Programs that foster analytical and communication skills, in addition to a basic understanding of governmental and legal 

issues provide the best balance.  This combination affords students with skills needed to succeed in law school.   Inclusion of 

a legal environment in business course also provides a substantive mini-view of many subject areas covered in the first year 

of law school, thereby minimizing the contextual vacuum experienced if a student took only social science courses in 

undergraduate school.  Authors recommend a pre-law program that consists of the following courses: 

 

Pre-law Program (18-21 hours): 

 

Debate
38

 

Critical Thinking (writing intensive course) 

Philosophy of the Law 

Civil Rights and Liberties (Political Science) 

Constitutional History 

Legal Environment of Business or Business Organizations 

Law Elective 

 

C.  Law and Society Programs 

 

 Law and society programs are interdisciplinary, whether they are housed in a department, a college or an 

interdisciplinary center.  Almost universally, such programs are social science-based.  Law and society programs often are 

created in sociology or by philosophy faculty members, while ―justice studies‖ programs are more apt to evolve in a criminal 

justice department.  The former are also fostered by interdisciplinary research centers.
39

  Not one business college in the 

entire AACSB set sponsored a law and society degree, although three universities had law and ethics degrees (Fairfield 

University,
40

 Fordham University
41

 and University of Pennsylvania-Wharton School).
42

 

 

 The goal of a law and society program is to develop educated citizens with a heightened awareness of the role of law 

and legal issues in society - whether or not these citizens intend to be lawyers.  This minor is also aimed at students seeking 

careers in public service, journalism, or teaching.  Many of the courses will focus on individual legal rights, the interaction of 

individuals (and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs)) with government, and a more in depth understanding of the role of 

law in society and of the internal functioning of the courts and legal institutions.  The overall aim of the Law and Society 

Minor at Missouri State University is  

 

to demonstrate that law is not an isolated discipline.  Rather, it is part of an integrated culture . . . integrated 

into the core of the liberal arts approach to the social sciences and public affairs.  Students will be expected 



  

to successfully complete a rigorous series of courses introducing them to a range of methodologies to 

approach the fundamental questions of the nature of law, justice, and obligation; the impact of dispute 

resolution structures and the range of administrative discretion; as well as the paradoxical nature of legal 

norms and social boundaries.
43

   

 

 Law and society programs are aimed at promoting educated citizens with basic knowledge of the law even though 

the citizens may have no intention of pursuing an advanced degree in law.  This degree explores the philosophical 

foundations of law, the role of law in society and its importance in affecting societal norms.  A central focus includes the 

context in which legal principles evolve and the role of the individual in shaping and adapting to those changes.  An 

interdisciplinary approach better achieves its goal of developing well-rounded educated citizens.  The authors
44

 recommend 

the following courses for a law and society program: 

 

Law and Society Program (18-21 hours): 

 

Philosophy of the Law 

Sociology and the Law 

Constitutional Law (Political Science or History) 

Criminal Law (Political Science or Psychology of Law) 

Environmental Regulation 

Law-based Elective(s):  Family Law, Estate Planning, Social Justice,  

                                       Legal Environment of Business 

   

D.  Discipline-Specific Law-based Degrees 

 

 Discipline-specific law-based degrees are often minors.  Examples inside political science include public law 

minors, minors in constitutional law or a civil rights emphasis.  There were 170 law-based programs ―outside‖ business 

identified in this study, including discipline-specific degrees, pre-law degrees, and law and society degrees (as shown in 

Table 7).  Criminal justice programs were not classified with other ―law-based programs‖ for purposes of this study; instead 

they were classified separately.  This study identified 268 universities offering criminal justice degrees, including 239 major 

and 183 minor programs.  All criminal justice programs are outside business. 

 

 A few business colleges offer a degree with a discipline-specific law focus.  Bentley College offers a 12-hour minor 

concentration in cyber law (in addition to its Legal Studies Minor), while California State Polytechnic University-Pomona 

offers a Financial Management of Public and Private Contracts Minor (in addition to a Business Law and Contract 

Management Emphasis) inside business.  Stephen F. Austin State University offers an Administrative Law Minor inside 

business (an area more typically housed in the social sciences).  As discussed infra, a major in law and economics has 

recently been developed at Central Michigan University.   

 

 In summary, distinct approaches should be used with the law-based programs based on the core purpose of each 

degree - distinguishing legal studies in business degrees, pre-law degrees, law and society degrees, and other specialty-focus 

law-based degrees.  The legal studies degree in business is aimed at providing business students with skills to help them 

survive in a highly regulated business environment where they will constantly need to be able to recognize and minimize 

legal risks.  Pre-law programs are designed to develop analytical skills that will help students do well in law school, while 

introducing them to basic legal concepts to ease the transition into that competitive environment.  Law and society programs 

more broadly seek to educate citizens, promoting a better understanding of the foundations for our legal principles and 

importance of law in a societal context.   

 

E.  Business Law Hours -- Comparison by Program Name (Legal Studies versus Pre-Law Programs) 

 

 Appendix I lists the 67 law-based undergraduate degree programs inside a college of business.  These programs are 

dispersed among 57 universities.  This Appendix lists program titles by university and classifies programs as minors (35), 

major concentrations (24), and mini-focus programs (8).
45

   Although there were ten programs titled as pre-law programs, one 

paralegal program, and three
46

 specialized programs inside business, the dominant ―type‖ of law-based program was a ―legal 

studies/business law‖ program.  Of the 67 programs, ―legal studies‖ was in the title of 27 programs and 26 additional 

programs contained either ―business law,‖ ―law,‖ or ―legal environment‖ in the program title.  Most of the business-

sponsored law-based programs are legal studies or business law degrees (79%).   

 

 Where the name of the law-based business degree includes either ―legal studies,‖ ―business law,‖ or ―law,‖ the 

program is more likely to offer and require several business law courses
47

 in its degree program.   All law-based programs in 



  

business with eighteen or more hours of business law courses include either ―legal studies‖ or ―business law‖ in the program 

title.  Of the twenty-seven programs with ―legal studies‖ in the program name all but three required twelve or more business 

law hours.  On average, ―legal studies‖ programs require 14.67 hours (or five courses) of business law/legal environment 

courses.  In contrast, ―pre-law‖ programs, on average require only two (or occasionally three) business law classes. ―Pre-law‖ 

programs tend to offer more courses outside of the college of business, even when business is sponsoring the program.  Only 

15% of the programs (10 programs) inside business were titled as pre-law programs.   

 

Table 1 

               Impact of Name of Degree Program on Business Law Hours in Program 

 

 

Name of Law-based Degree Program  

                Inside Business 

Number of 

Programs 

Average Business Law      

           Hours 

Legal Studies      27            14.67 

Business Law or Law or Legal Environment      26            14.39 

Pre-law or Paralegal      11              7.36 

Other Titles        3            13.00 

Total Law-based Programs in Business      67            13.28 

 

 The number of business law courses listed in university catalogs also increased when the department offered a law-

based degree.  In universities with a law-based program in business, 75.4% of the universities offered six or more business 

law courses, compared with only 14.6% of the universities without such a program.  One-third of the universities with the 

law-based degree in business offered eleven or more law subject courses in the business college.
48

 

 

 

III.  METHODOLOGY FOR CLASSIFICATION AND COMPARISONS ACROSS PROGRAMS 

 

 University Web sites
49

 were the primary source of information, with some e-mail verification of data, so information 

could be collected concerning all of the 404 United States universities in the 2005 AACSB accreditation data set.
50

  Data was 

entered in fifty fields of an Excel spreadsheet, detailing university and program characteristics.  Only undergraduate law-

based degree programs were examined; M.B.A. programs
51

 and other graduate programs in law were not analyzed.
52

  Data 

was collected on the existence of a graduate juris doctorate granting law school at each university, but not on the details of 

that graduate degree.
53

  Authors also gathered data related to the core legal environment course, its characteristics, hours and 

level,
54

 the total number of courses offered by the business department offering the legal environment course, the university 

enrollment, and the location of  economics as inside or outside the college of business.   

 

 Information also was collected about law-based major concentrations and minors degree programs outside the 

college of business.  Programs outside business were divided into (a) degrees housed within a specific department and (b) 

interdisciplinary programs housed either in a college or center or co-sponsored by multiple departments.   Other data 

collected (but not analyzed in detail in this article) included identification of criminal justice degrees, law-based certificate 

programs, associate degree programs, and joint J.D.–undergraduate programs.
55

  

 

 For undergraduate law-related programs in business, the following fields also were included:  name of college, name 

of department housing business law faculty, number of tenure track J.D.s listed in department, name of law-based program, 

total hours in law-based program, and business law-related hours within the program.  In addition, content requirement sheets 

were kept for each law-based program inside business.   

 

 Law-based degrees were classified as (1) minors, (2) major concentrations and (3) mini-focus programs.  The term 

―minor‖ was used fairly uniformly to designate a stand-alone secondary degree program that a student could elect to add to a 

different ―major‖ discipline program.  Law-based minors were listed as ―minors‖ regardless of the number of business law 

hours in the program.  Because minors were not subcategorized by number of law hours, an additional column was also 

designated as ―15+ hour law-based programs;‖ data in this column reflected the combined classification of major 

concentrations, plus any minors with fifteen or more business law hours.
56

 

 

 Because universities across the nation use the terms ―major,‖ ―concentration,‖ ―option,‖
57

 ―emphasis,‖ and 

―specialization‖ so differently, classifying programs was quite problematic.  Numerous attempts to classify programs (other 

than minors) according to university labels were eventually abandoned.  Instead, the authors created two categories, which 

they chose to label as ―major concentration‖ and ―mini-focus,‖ to classify the balance of law-based programs inside business.  

Programs with fewer than 12 hours of business law were designated as ―mini-focus‖ programs, while those with 12 or more 



  

hours of required or elected business law courses were classified as ―major concentrations.‖  Specific nonbusiness law 

required courses were included in the total hours for a program.  In addition, if students were required to elect one to three 

courses from a list of courses, it was assumed that students would take one ―outside‖ course if at least two nonbusiness law 

courses were in the list.  If students were to elect four or more courses from a list, it was assumed that students would elect 

two ―outside‖ courses as long as there were three or more outside courses listed.  A nonbusiness law ―outside‖ course could 

be either a business course (that was not law-focused) or a course offered outside the business college.  For courses outside 

the business college, the outside course could be law or nonlaw focused.  Appendix I contains the list of AACSB-accredited 

universities with law-based programs inside business, their classification, program hours and program names.
58

 

 

 For purposes of determining how many hours of ―business law‖ courses were included in a law-based program, the 

following parameters were established.  Quarter hours were converted to semester hour equivalents to facilitate uniform 

classification of ―hours.‖  Since some degree programs included the business core legal environment course in their total 

hours and some did not, the authors included the core legal environment/business law course(s) in all law-based programs to 

more uniformly reflect the number of business law hours the students were taking.   If the core course was not listed in the 

law-based degree but was required of business students, it was added to the total hours for the degree (as well as to the 

proportion of hours classified as business law hours).  Also, law courses were considered ―business law‖ courses if they were  

taught by the department inside business that offered the core legal environment/business law course.  Other law courses 

offered inside the college of business were considered ―business law‖ courses (except taxation).   Stand alone business and 

society courses, and business ethics courses were classified as business classes, but were not included in the definition of 

―business law‖ courses unless the course also included ―law‖ or ―legal‖ in the course title.  Authors abandoned initial 

attempts to exclude specialized courses more frequently offered in arts and sciences colleges (such as women and law, race 

and law, and family law)
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 and ultimately classified them as ―business law‖ as long as they were offered in the department 

housing the legal environment/business law curriculum.   

 

 Identification of the department in business that housed the business law faculty was made by first determining 

where the faculty members teaching the core legal environment/business law course were located.
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  The prefix to the legal 

environment course was used to help identify the department.  The authors did not use taxation as a determining factor for the 

location of business law faculty members.  If the college of business had departments, but authors were unable to identify a 

location for law faculty (perhaps because only adjuncts were used), authors coded the department as ―NA.‖  In most 

instances, however, NA represented small universities that did not subdivide their business schools into departments. 

 

 The preceding university characteristics are categorical in nature and require a technique that is capable of 

examining the relationships between such variables in a statistically sound framework. Therefore, the SAS Categorical 

Modeling procedure (CATMOD) is used.  Not only is it uniquely designed for this particular task, but it is also capable of 

examining the relationship between a categorical variable and a continuous numeric variable.   

 

 The data framework for CATMOD is a contingency table (rows and columns) consisting of frequency counts for a 

set of dependent variables (response profile columns) and a set of independent variables (rows).  When modeling the 

existence of a law-based program as a dependent variable, there are two outcome categories—―yes‖ or ―no‖—as possible 

responses.  If, for example, the department name is the independent variable, then the cell at the intersection of ―yes‖ and 

―accounting‖ will contain the number of universities with a law-based program containing accounting within the department 

name.
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 Therefore, each cell of the contingency table contains a unique frequency count based on the university 

characteristics in this comprehensive study. 

 

 The contingency table cells are converted into probabilities by CATMOD.  The dependent variable responses take 

on values of ―0 for no‖ or ―1 for yes‖ and are transformed into a logit function equal to the log of [p/(1-p)] where p is the 

probability of a 1 .  If a ―yes‖ response is more likely, then p is greater than (1-p) and the log function value is positive.  

Likewise, if a ―no‖ response is more likely, then p is less than (1-p) and the log function value is negative.  The logit 

transformation improves the robustness of the model related to dummy variable regressions, thereby minimizing statistical 

inefficiencies.  When the independent variables are tested, the CATMOD procedure provides a parameter estimate along with 

a chi-square statistic to gauge significance.  If the estimate is positive, then a ―yes‖ response is more likely, and if it is 

negative, a ―no‖ response is more likely.  Thus the model allows for the study of increased or decreased probabilities of a 

―yes‖ response for law-based programs.  The actual parameter estimate values can be used to construct probability forecasts, 

but that is beyond the scope of this paper.  Therefore, the results shown in the following tables report only an increased or 

decreased likelihood (more likely v. less likely) corresponding to positive and negative values of the parameter estimates.  

Significance was recognized at the 5% level in accord with standard statistical reporting practices.
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  Coefficient values are 

included in Appendix II. 

 



  

 Initially, the name of the department housing business law faculty was used as the independent variable.  The model 

was run separately for each of the four following dependent variables:  all business law-based programs collectively, major 

concentrations, minors, and 15+ hour programs inside business.  This comparison assessed the effect of the department name 

on the existence of these categories of law-based programs.  Then using universities identified as having law-based programs 

as the independent variable, the department name was used as the dependent variable to determine where law-based programs 

in business would most likely be housed.  The name of the law-based program was also used to predict the number of 

business law hours in the program and the number of business law courses offered. 

 

 Again using the law-based programs inside business as the dependent variable, the response was next evaluated with 

the following factors as independent variables:  (a) existence of a law-based program outside the business college, (b) 

existence of a law-based minor outside the business college, (c) existence of a criminal justice program, (d) existence of a law 

school offering a J.D. graduate degree in law, and (e) university enrollment.   

 

IV.  ANALYSIS OF DATA 

 

A.  Influence of Department Name on Existence of Law-based Programs 

 

Department names were collected for all AACSB schools where business law faculty members were housed in order 

to determine a count across disciplines.  Each discipline mentioned in the department name was recorded, so if a department 

name included more than one discipline, more than one entry was possible per university.   For example in Table 2, if a 

department name was ―Finance, Insurance and Law,‖ that department was recorded three times (once with each discipline).  

Consequently, the number of universities in Table 2 will not sum to 404 because many of the departments carry multi-

disciplinary names.  Fifty universities did not have separate departments in the school of business or the department housing 

business law faculty members could not be identified.  Only two of those universities without departments in the 

school/college of business had a law-based degree program.
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  Table 2 illustrates with which disciplines business law faculty 

members are housed. 

 

Table 2 

Department Names Housing Business Law Faculty Members 

in AACSB-Accredited Universities 

 

 

Department Name Includes: Universities with 

Law-based 

Degrees in 

Business 

All 

Universities 

Accounting 8 109 

Business Administration/General Business 5 58 

Economics 3 19 

Finance 17 66 

Information Systems/Computers 2 16 

Insurance 3 8 

Management 7 103 

Marketing 3 33 

Real Estate 4 9 

Other 0 14 

NA or Missing 2 50 

Law/Legal Studies 37 79 

 

As Table 2 illustrates, about one-fourth of the business law faculty members are housed in an accounting department 

and about one-fourth are in a department containing management in its name.  Nearly one-sixth are housed with finance 

faculty members.   While business law faculty members are more likely to be housed with accounting or management 

disciplines in AACSB universities, they are more likely to be in a finance department if the department supports a law-based 

program.  In universities with law-based programs inside business, the business law faculty members are in a finance 

department in 29.8% (seventeen of fifty-seven of the universities), rather than with accounting (14%).  Only 7.3% of 

accounting departments sponsored a law-based (nontax) program, while 25.8% of finance departments (seventeen of sixty-six 

departments housing business law faculty members) sponsored a law-based program.   

 



  

 ―Law‖ or ―legal‖ appears in the name of departments housing business law faculty at seventy-nine AACSB 

universities (19.5% of total data set).  Of the universities with law or legal in the department name, thirty-seven (46.8%) have 

a law-based degree program.  As Table 2 indicates, law-based programs in business are most often housed in departments 

whose names contain finance or law.   

 

Table 3 shows the raw data breakdown of discipline intersections that were summarized in Table 2.  Frequency 

counts are shown in contingency table cells.  Panel A shows the counts for department name combinations for universities 

with law-based programs in business, whereas Panel B provides counts for all 404 AACSB universities.   

 

In Table 3, if the department name is ―Finance, Insurance and Law,‖ one entry is made in the cell where insurance 

and law coincide; an entry is also made in the cell representing the intersection of finance and law, and a third entry is made 

where finance and insurance intersect.  Consequently, in Table 3, the same university would have two entries in the finance 

row (one each for law and insurance).  In Table 2, however, totals are corrected so a university was only counted once per 

discipline (so the university would not be counted twice under finance).
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  The university does appear three places in Table 2, 

however, appearing once in finance, once in insurance and once in law. 

 

Table 3 

AACSB Universities with Undergraduate Degrees in Business 

Names in Department Housing Business Law Faculty Members 
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Panel A:  

Universities with Law-based 

programs in Business 

            

Accounting 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 

Business Administration  2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Economics   0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Finance    3 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 12 

Information Systems     1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

Insurance      0 0 0 3 0 0 2 

Management       6 1 0 0 0 1 

Marketing        0 0 0 0 2 

Real Estate         0 0 0 3 

Other          0 0 0 

NA or Missing           2 0 

Law            13 

Panel B:  

All AACSB Universities 

            

Accounting 62 3 2 11 10 0 2 0 0 0 0 28 

Business Administration  41 4 3 1 0 5 3 0 1 0 1 

Economics   2 11 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 4 

Finance    19 2 4 3 1 5 1 0 24 

Information Systems     2 1 2 0 1 0 0 3 

Insurance      1 1 0 3 0 0 3 

Management       73 20 1 4 0 3 

Marketing        6 1 4 0 8 

Real Estate         1 0 0 3 

Other          6 0 4 

NA or Missing           50 0 

Law            16 

 



  

Stand-alone departments are shown at the intersection of a discipline name with itself.  For instance, Panel B 

illustrates that law faculty members are housed in stand-alone accounting departments in sixty-two AACSB universities.  

Examination of the accounting discipline across the row in Panel B reveals that where accounting shares the name of a 

department with another discipline, that discipline is most likely to be law (twenty-eight universities), followed by finance 

(eleven universities).  Accounting never combines with marketing or real estate in forming a departmental name.  A 

comparison of Table 2 and Table 3 reveals that forty-seven (109 minus 62) of the accounting departments have 

multidisciplinary names. 

 

A comparison of Table 2 and Table 3 also reveals that 79% (sixty-three out of the seventy-nine universities with law 

in the department name) were multi-disciplinary departments (79 minus 16).   The final column in Table 3 illustrates the 

frequency with which law is combined with other disciplines.  Examining Panel B, the most likely combination is with 

accounting (count 28) and the next most likely combination is with finance (count 24).  Panel A illustrates that a different 

picture emerges if a university offers a law-based program; business law faculty members are more likely to be part of a 

department containing a finance discipline (count 12), reinforcing the numbers shown in Table 2. 

 

Of the fifty-seven universities with law-based programs in business, thirty-seven (64.9%) are in a department which 

contained law or legal in its name (as shown in Table 2).  Other differences emerge as well when comparisons are made 

between Panels A and B.  The Panel A matrix reveals that of those thirty-seven universities with law in the name of the 

department, thirteen (35%) had stand-alone law/legal studies departments,
65

 whereas a comparison of Panel B illustrates that 

only three schools
66

 with stand-alone legal studies departments lacked an undergraduate law-based degree (16 minus 13).  Of 

those thirteen law/legal stand-alone departments sponsoring a law-based degree program, ten sponsor a major concentration, 

while three offer a minor (as shown in Appendix I).  

 

 Considering the mix of disciplines shown in Table 3, the authors completed further analysis to determine which 

disciplines were most influential in predicting the existence of a law-based program inside business.  The hypothesis tested 

was whether the name of the department housing business law faculty members was significant in influencing the likelihood 

that a law-based program would exist inside a college of business.  The name of the department (as the independent variable) 

was used to predict the likelihood of a law-based program in business (the dependent variable).   The results are shown in 

Table 4.   

 

Table 4 

Categorical Modeling - Impact on Likelihood of Law-based Programs in Business:
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(Considered Significant if 5% or Less) 

     (Considered Highly Significant if 1% or Less)  

 

Comparison of Department Names as Predictor of Law-based Programs 

 Likelihood Significance Level 

Major Concentration:   

Accounting Less Likely -2.81% 

Management Less Likely -0.80% 

Law/Legal Studies More Likely +0.33% 

   

Minor:   

Accounting Less Likely -0.89% 

Business Administration Less Likely -0.17% 

Finance More Likely +4.40% 

Information Systems/CIS Less Likely -1.39% 

Management Less Likely -0.01% 

Marketing Less Likely -0.36% 

Real Estate More Likely +5.85% 

Law/Legal Studies More Likely +0.08% 

   

Program:   

Accounting Less Likely -0.03% 

Business Administration Less Likely -0.82% 

Management Less Likely -0.02% 

Marketing Less Likely -4.03% 

Law/Legal Studies More Likely +0.00% 



  

Having law/legal in the department name is the most highly significant positive factor in predicting the likelihood 

that there will be a law-based program inside business (significant to the 0.00% level).  As Table 4 illustrates, ―law‖ or 

―legal‖ in the department name strongly correlates with the presence of a law-based program as a highly significant positive 

predictor.  When discipline names are compared to each other as indicators of programs, ―law‖ or ―legal‖ in the name of the 

department is the most highly significant positive predictor that a law-based program in business will exist:   major 

concentrations (+0.33%), minors (+0.08%) or programs (combining minors, major concentrations and mini-focus 

subcategories) (+0.00%). 

 

In contrast, law-based minors were not likely to be found in marketing, business administration, accounting or 

management departments.  Inclusion of ―management‖ or ―accounting‖  or ―business administration‖ as part of the 

department name has a highly significant negative impact on the existence of law-based programs, a discouraging realization, 

given the fact that business law faculty are more often housed with those first two disciplines.  If business law faculty 

members are housed in management departments, most of them will not have law-based programs (96 of 103) (as revealed in 

Table 2).  Furthermore, as Table 2 illustrates, there is only one department in the AACSB set that offers a law-based degree 

where management and law are both in the name of the department.
68

  Table 4 indicates that the management department 

name had a highly significant negative impact in major concentrations (-0.08%), minors (-0.01%) and programs (-0.02%).  

Accounting departments were also highly significant negative predictors of law-based programs (-0.03%).  Typically, 

accounting departments focus on their own discipline, with the business law faculty members being used to teach tax and 

other CPA-related law topics.  Even information systems (with which business law faculty are rarely combined) was a 

significant negative predictor.  While business administration was a highly significant negative predictor of a law-based 

program (-0.82%), business administration departments more often exist at smaller universities, where there may be 

insufficient course offerings and insufficient business law faculty members to support specialty programs.  All of the 

traditional business disciplines (except finance and real estate) were also highly significant negative predictors of a law-based 

minor.   

 

Besides having ―law/legal‖ in the department‘s name, the only traditional discipline that was a significant positive 

indicator of a law-based minor was finance (+4.40%).   The inverse was also significant when independent and dependent 

variables were switched.  As Table 5 illustrates below, if a law-based program exists (independent variable) and the program 

is housed with a traditional business subject area (dependent variable), the law-based program is most likely to appear in a 

department with finance in the name (+1.33%).  Especially for a law-based minor, there is a highly significant relationship 

between the existence of a law-based minor and being housed in a department with finance in the department name 

(+0.03%).
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  This significance can be explained in part because the three disciplines of law, insurance and real estate 

historically combine with finance to form a department, where finance is the major degree.  Such a department is more likely 

to support the other disciplines it houses by offering minors or areas of emphasis such as legal studies.  Sixteen of the thirty-

five law-based minors (45.7%) are housed in departments which include finance in the departmental name.  Since ten stand-

alone legal studies departments have a minor, two-thirds of the law-based minors are in stand-alone legal studies departments 

or with finance.     

 

Table 5 

Finance Department 

If a law-based degree exists, what is the likelihood of it being housed with Finance?
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 Likelihood Significance Level 

Major Concentration No Effect 63.13% 

Minor More Likely         + 0.03% 

Program More Likely         + 1.33% 

15+ Program More Likely   + 0.91% 

  

 In summary, traditional disciplines of accounting, management and marketing are all significant negative predictors, 

making it unlikely those disciplines will sponsor a law-based degree in their department even though that is where the 

business law faculty members are housed.  The best hope for business law faculty members who want a law-based program is 

to be housed with finance, the only positive predictor of the traditional disciplines.   The name of the department and the title 

of the degree do make a difference in likelihood that a law-based program exists in business and that it contains significant 

business law hours.  Having law or legal in the department name is a highly significant predictor of the existence of a law-

based degree in business.  Where the name of the program is entitled legal studies or business law it is also more likely that 

the program will include five business law classes, rather than two or three (as would be more typical in a pre-law program).  

(See Table 1.) 

 

  



  

B.  Influence of Enrollment on Existence of Law-based Programs             

 

  Student enrollment numbers at universities were analyzed in the aggregate and then separately by enrollment group 

to assess whether enrollment was a predictor of a law-based degree.  There were six groupings at 5000 intervals, beginning 

with 1-4999, followed by 5000-9,999 as the second grouping; the final grouping included universities with an enrollment of 

25,000 or more.  In the aggregate, enrollment did not appear to be a significant factor in determining the existence of a law-

based program, but enrollment-related data yielded some interesting results when the subgroups were examined.   

 

  While 40% of the universities had at least one law-based program (either inside or outside business), these 

universities were not equally distributed across enrollment groups.  As shown in Table 6, one-fourth of the 404 AACSB 

accredited universities had enrollments between 5000 and 9,999,
71

 and correspondingly, this enrollment group also had the 

largest number of universities (48) with at least one law-based program (either inside or outside business).  When programs 

were compared to enrollment on a percentage basis, however, this enrollment group was the third highest.  Based on the 

percentage of universities with law-based programs within an enrollment group, universities with 20,000 to 24,999 students 

were the most apt to have a law-based program somewhere in the university (with 58.8% having at least one law-based 

program).  This latter enrollment category was also most likely to support a law-based program inside business, with 23.5% 

of the universities in this enrollment group having at least one program. 

 

Table 6 

Law-based Programs by Enrollment Groups 

 

Enrollment Number of 

AACSB 

Universities 

Number of 

Universities with Law-

based Program in 

Business 

Number of Universities 

with Law-based 

Program  

(Inside, Outside or 

Interdisciplinary)
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1-4,999 78 5 25 

5,000-9,999 109 19 48 

10,000-14,999 71 5 21 

15,000-19,999 54 11                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        29 

20,000-24,999 34 8 20 

25,000 and up 58 9 22 

Total 404                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  57 165 

 

 There were only two situations where CATMOD analysis revealed that enrollment had a statistical impact on the 

likelihood that there would be a law-based program inside business.  A university was significantly less likely to have a law-

based program in business if its enrollment fell between 10,000 and 14,999.  This enrollment group had a highly significant 

negative impact (significance level of 1.10%)
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 when only the existence versus nonexistence of a law-based program inside 

business was examined.  While twenty-one of seventy-one universities in this enrollment group had at least one law-based 

program, only five universities (7%) had programs inside business.  Perhaps this university size has greater difficulty 

securing adequate funding to support such programs as it evolves from a smaller to larger institution.  In addition, joint 

analysis of outside programs across enrollment groups (discussed below) indicated that the existence of outside law-based 

programs had a significant negative effect on the likelihood that a law-based program would exist in business only in 

universities whose enrollment fell between 15,000 and 19,999. 

 

 Only five universities with enrollments under 5000 students had law-based degree programs inside business and all 

of them were private universities.
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  While there were thirteen programs in departments outside business and seven 

interdisciplinary programs, no university had more than one law-based program in this smallest enrollment group.  

Consequently, CATMOD analysis could not be run on this lowest enrollment group because that statistical analysis 

procedure requires at least one university that has a program in at least two categories.  Because CATMOD analysis of the 

10,000 to 14,999 enrollment group revealed that enrollment was a significant negative indicator of the likelihood of a law-

based program in business where there were only five of seventy-one universities with such a program, the lowest enrollment 

group (with law-based programs in business in only five of seventy-eight universities) enrollment should have been an even 

more significant negative predictor if CATMOD analysis could have been run on the group.  Financial support, priorities and 

allocation of resources may be more important factors in the development and staffing of specialized programs, especially in 

the smaller colleges.
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  Private universities may have better funding, staffing or topical prioritization to support the programs.  

Many of the smaller public universities may rely primarily on adjuncts to staff the limited number of business law course 

offerings.  

 



  

 At one-third of the seventy-eight universities with enrollment under 5000, the universities were either too small to 

have separate departments within a business school or no full-time business law faculty members could be identified.  These 

universities were classified as NA.  Half of the universities (25 of 50) classified as NA were universities in this smallest 

enrollment group.  When the two smallest enrollment groups were combined, thirty-nine of the fifty universities with no 

departmental subdivisions had enrollments below 10,000 students.  Where a departmental designation did exist in these 

smaller universities, most of the law faculty members were housed with accounting, management or business administration.  

These two smaller enrollment groups had most (38 of 66) of the departments with business administration, general business 

or business in the departmental name.    

 

C.  Comparison of Law-based Programs Inside Verses Outside Business  

  

 Forty percent of the AACSB-accredited universities have at least one law-based program
76

  either (a) inside 

business, (b) outside business or (c) an interdisciplinary program.  As Table 7 illustrates, these 165 universities have 237 

programs among them.
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  One-third of the universities with law-based programs have at least one program inside business.  

Among the fifty-seven universities that have law-based programs inside business, one-third of the universities (nineteen) also 

have law-based programs outside of business.  Twenty-seven universities have a program in at least two categories.  Thirty-

four universities have more than one program per category; four have more than two.  California State University-Los 

Angeles has four programs (one inside business and three outside business), and there are eight alternative specialization 

tracks within the legal studies major and minor (outside business) at the University of Central Florida.  Only two universities 

have nondepartmental interdisciplinary programs in addition to a legal studies program inside business (University of Denver 

and Missouri State University).     

             

Table 7 

Universities with Law-based Degree Programs 

 

Law-based Program Categories    Universities       Programs 

         Inside Business           57            67 

         Outside Business (in Dept.)           95          127 

         Interdisciplinary           40            43 

            Total          192          237 

Universities with programs in 2 categories 

          and in 3 categories                

         -26 

         -  1 

 

Universities with law-based programs                        

                          (40.84 %) 

         165  

   

Universities with 2 or more programs within a 

category . . . plus additional programs 

          34 

          11 

 

 

Missouri State University
78

 is the only AACSB accredited university to have undergraduate law-based programs in 

each of the categories:  inside business, in a department outside business, and in an interdisciplinary program (plus crime and 

society degrees).   Perhaps one explanation for the four types of law-related programs and substantial undergraduate law 

offerings is the need to serve diverse interests of 20,000 students at an institution that lacks a graduate law school.  The three 

law-based programs are minors:  Legal Studies in Business Minor,
79

 Public Law Minor in the Political Science Department,
80

 

and Law and Society Minor housed in the College of Humanities and Public Affairs.
81

  Each of the three minors has its own 

core of nine to twelve required hours, but offers a very similar broad-based array of law electives from its own and other 

disciplines.  Philosophy of Law, Psychology of the Law, political science classes in judicial process and civil rights, as well 

as the Legal Environment of Business course appear as either a core course or as elective courses in each of the three minors.  

These three programs could be further differentiated (as recommended later in this article).  Smaller schools, however, may 

find it necessary to borrow law courses from other disciplines.  The interdisciplinary approach also provides a broader 

exposure to the dynamics of the law for students at universities that have only one law-based degree program. 

  

 What effect does the existence of an outside law-based program – either in a particular department or as an 

interdisciplinary program – have on the likelihood that a law-based program exists inside the college of business?  The 

Categorical Modeling procedure tested the relationship on a program-to-program basis with law-based programs outside 

business as the independent variable.  When all universities were examined irrespective of their enrollments, the existence of 

outside undergraduate law-based programs at the university had no statistical effect on the likelihood of having a law-based 

program in business.  Also no statistical effect was found when programs with more than fifteen business law hours were 

tested.  Categorical Modeling was also used to compare law-based minors inside and outside business.  Again no significant 

effect was evident, as illustrated in Table 8.  Although only 14% of the AACSB universities have a law-based program inside 



  

business, the existence of a law-based program outside business was not the statistically determining factor on whether a law-

based program exists inside the college of business.  While politics at a given university may dictate otherwise,
82

 statistically, 

business law faculty members who wish to start a legal studies program should not be dissuaded by the existence of a law-

based program elsewhere in the university. 

 

Table 8 

Law-based Program(s) Outside Business 

Effect on Likelihood of Law-based Program(s) Inside Business
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Classification Likelihood 

Major/Concentration No Effect 

Minor No Effect 

Program No Effect 

15+ Program No Effect 

 

 Only when programs outside business were jointly analyzed across enrollment groups could any significance be 

discerned based on enrollment classification.  The existence of an outside law-based program had a significant negative effect 

(-1.13%)
84

 on the probability that there would be a law-based program inside business only in universities where student 

enrollment ranged from 15,000 to 19,999.  Only one of twenty-nine universities in this enrollment category has a program 

both inside and outside of business (University of North Texas).  As previously discussed, there were only five private 

universities with law-based programs inside business in universities with under 5000 students.
85

  Since none of the 

universities with under 5000 students had a law-based program both inside and outside business, CATMOD statistics could 

not be run on the smallest enrollment group.
86

 

 

 Looking at programs irrespective of enrollment classifications, CATMOD analysis also was used to test the flip 

side:  with the law-based program inside business as the independent variable to predict whether a law-based program would 

exist outside business.  Having a law-based program inside business did not statistically impact whether there was also a law-

based program outside business.  Consequently, having a law-based program elsewhere in the university should not 

statistically deter departments inside or outside of business from creating a legal studies program. 

 

D.  Impact of Other Types of Law Programs on Likelihood a Law-based Program Exists in Business 

 

 Juris doctorate programs
87

 and criminal justice programs were separately examined to discern whether either of 

these programs statistically influence whether there was a law-based program in business.  The existence of a juris doctorate 

granting law school at the university, surprisingly, had no statistical effect on the likelihood of the existence of an 

undergraduate law-based program in business.
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  Criminal justice programs were common at two-thirds (268) of the 404 

universities,
89

 but criminal justice programs had no statistical impact
90

 on whether the university offered a law-based in 

business degree.  Results revealed no statistical significance when any outside law program was used as a predictor of a law-

based program inside business in the aggregate. 

 

IV.  DESCRIPTIVE STATISTICS OF INTERDISCIPLINARY PROGRAMS AND CROSS-DISCIPLINARY FOCUSED PROGRAMS 

 

 Degree programs were classified as ―interdisciplinary programs‖ if they were (a) co-sponsored by more than one 

department or (b) housed in a college outside business (rather than in a department) or (c) housed in a center (for law or 

specialized programs).  (Programs sponsored by a single department, discussed supra, are not designated as interdisciplinary 

programs even if the degrees allow or require courses outside that department.)  As an illustration of the first type of 

interdisciplinary program, an interdisciplinary cooperative law-based minor, co-sponsored by both a college of business and a 

nonbusiness department or college exists in at least six universities:  University of Denver, East Tennessee State University, 

Indiana University of Pennsylvania, University of Michigan–Flint, Weber University, and University of Pennsylvania-

Wharton School.
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  At the University of Denver, an interdisciplinary minor requires separate advisors for business majors 

versus arts and sciences college majors, but seven legal studies courses are included in the array of courses from which 

students develop their programs.  At Indiana University of Pennsylvania, the degree requires seven courses, one in each of 

the participating disciplines:  business, history, political science, philosophy, criminology, economics and English.   The 

student selects one course from the three course offerings in each discipline.  The business courses include one business law 

course and two accounting courses.  Each of the seven departments lists the identical minor on its Web page, inviting 

students to attach the minor to that department‘s major.  University of Pennsylvania–Wharton offers a Legal Studies and 

History Minor in cooperation with the History Department.  This interdisciplinary program requires three courses taught by 

faculty at the Wharton School (two business law courses and an international law-related course), plus five social science 

courses that explore legal issues from a philosophical, sociological, political or historical perspective.
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 The authors also examined whether business law/legal environment courses are a component of the interdisciplinary 

law-related degree program.  At Eastern Illinois University and Susquehanna University, a legal environment course is a 

required course.  In addition, the interdisciplinary programs at the following universities have one or more business law 

courses as electives in the degree program:  American University, Barry University, University of Delaware, Eastern 

Michigan University, Georgia Institute of Technology, University of Indiana-Pennsylvania, University of Michigan-Flint, 

Missouri State University, New Jersey Institute of Technology, State University of New York-Buffalo, Ohio State 

University, Susquehanna University, Washington University in St. Louis, Weber State University, and University of 

Wisconsin-Madison.  

 

 At some universities, law centers have been created to foster the interdisciplinary study of law.  At New York 

University, the School of Business and the graduate School of Law jointly sponsor the Center for Law and Business.  At the 

University of Georgia, the Center for Legal Studies offers certificate programs.  Organized in the last five years, University 

of Tulsa has a Business Law Center.
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  The latter sponsors a Business Law Specialization within the B.A. in Management, 

requiring three business law courses, an ADR management course, organizational behavior and two law electives outside the 

Management Department. 

 

 In addition, several law-based programs housed within a department (inside or outside business) had a cross-

disciplinary focus to their programs.  While interdisciplinary departments and programs may enhance student learning, they 

complicate categorization of law-based programs as ―inside‖ versus ―outside‖ business.  Six universities illustrate the 

dilemma:  the University of Central Florida, University of Massachusetts–Lowell, Bryant College, University of Houston-

Clear Lake, Bentley College, and Babson College.  The first three were classified as ―outside‖ business and the last three as 

‗inside‖ business.  Each school offers a major or minor in legal studies or law.  These programs also demonstrate the wide 

variety of approaches to departmental structures and breadth of course offerings.   

 

 One of the largest undergraduate legal studies programs nationally is housed ―outside‖ the college of business at the 

University of Central Florida.  It has the most extensive set of undergraduate law offerings identified in this study, with a 

legal studies major, minor and eight specializations in legal studies, housed within the Criminal Justice and Legal Studies 

Department.  Forty-two hours of undergraduate law classes are required for the legal studies major, in addition to nine 

nonlaw electives as an undergraduate major.   Eleven full-time faculty members with juris doctorates, plus adjuncts, teach 

over 500 undergraduate legal studies majors.  Interdisciplinary legal specializations within the program include:  Law and 

Society, Public Law, Sports and Entertainment Law, Comparative and International Law, Criminal Law and Individual 

Liberties, Trial Advocacy, Estates and Property Law, and Commercial and Transactional Law.   The Commercial and 

Transactional Law Specialty does include five business law offerings (from the business college)
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 – two business law 

courses, Employment Law, Legal and Ethical Environment, and the Legal and Social Environment course.   Many of the 

traditional business law course topics, such as property law, tort law and contracts, however, are taught in this Criminal 

Justice and Legal Studies Department. 

 

 At the University of Massachusetts-Lowell,
95

 the legal studies faculty members are housed within the economics 

department, but the department is located with the College of Arts and Sciences at this university.  Its 18-hour Legal Studies 

Minor was consequently classified as a minor ―outside‖ the college of business, even though the Introduction to Business 

Law and the Legal Environment of Business courses were offered through this department and about half of its offerings 

would be more typically found inside a college of business (where this department formerly resided).
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 In two-thirds (267) of the 404 AACSB universities,
97

 economics is housed inside the college of business, according 

to data compilations in this study.  The potential synergy
98

 between the two disciplines has led Central Michigan University 

to develop a new Law and Economics Major (pending legislative approval), in addition to its existing Legal Studies Minor 

inside the College of Business Administration.
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  In contrast, Oklahoma State University and Utah State University offer an 

Economics Major with a Pre-law Option and a Pre-law Emphasis, respectively, inside business that do not include any law 

courses beyond the legal environment core course.
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 Bryant College stresses an interdisciplinary approach and requires all business majors to have a minor in the arts and 

sciences area and vice versa for its nearly 3000 students.  Its 15-hour Legal Studies Minor was classified as an ―outside‖ 

program under the College of Arts and Sciences.  Offered under the History and Social Science umbrella,
101

 the Legal 

Environment of Business class is required for the minor (and as a core business degree requirement).
102

  The other offerings 

include Law of Financial Institutions, Law of Real Estate, Markets and the Law, Law of the Internet, International Business 

Law, Communications Law, Constitutional Law and an internship. 

 



  

 The University of Houston-Clear Lake offers a 39-hour Legal Studies Major in the School of Business and Public 

Administration.  Because the college combines business law and political science in the same college, this program was also 

difficult to classify, but was classified as a program ―inside‖ business.  Course requirements included ―Introduction to Law 

and the American Legal System,‖ Legal Writing and Appellate Process, Legal Research, and Civil Procedure.  In addition the 

program requires Torts, Property Transactions, Estate Planning and Administration, and Texas Consumer Law.  Social 

science-based courses in Logic, Contemporary Legal Issues, Criminal Law and Family Law are also required.  The 

University of Houston system is also unique in housing the required business law core course at its feeder community 

colleges.
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 Bentley College is a small interdisciplinary business college, so its program was classified as ―inside‖ business.  

This private college (with less than 6000 students) has only departments, without umbrella schools or colleges.  Its Law 

Department
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 identifies its offerings as ―business related‖ and ―social science related.‖  The ―business-related‖ law courses 

include the Legal Environment of Business course, as well as Current Issues in Labor and Employment Law, Real Estate 

Law, Securities Regulation, Alternative Dispute Resolution in Business, and Cyber Law.
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  The social science area includes 

law courses related to race, gender, outsiders, law and society, and English Origins of American Law.
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  It has 

approximately 120 students enrolled in its law minor, with a 15-hour program which authors classified as ―inside‖ business.  

To support this program the Web site lists nine full-time and ten part-time business law faculty members. 

 

 Searching for a synergy with another discipline on campus may provide an opportunity for new program 

development in areas such as technology, communications or economics.   For instance, Bentley College also offers a law-

based Cyber Studies Concentration.  Science and technology degrees (inclusive of law courses) are offered at the Worcester 

Polytechnic Institute and the Georgia Institute of Technology.  As previously discussed, a few law/economics programs exist, 

and law combines with ethics in degree program titles inside business at the University of Pennsylvania (Wharton School) 

Fairfield University and Fordham University. 

 

 Babson College‘s law faculty members are housed in the Accounting and Law Department (so its program was 

classified as ―inside‖ business), but this small private college (with less than 3500 students) utilizes a very interdisciplinary 

approach to courses.  In its 15-hour Legal Studies Concentration, students must take an Introduction to Business Law course 

and choose another business law course:  Commercial Law, Marketing Law, International Business Law or Taxation.  The 

third course must be taken in the social science area (although it still carries the same law prefix), wherein students choose 

between American Constitutional Law or ―Intolerance, Culture and the Law‖ or Public International Law.  In many other 

universities these areas would have been housed in a department in an arts and sciences college outside business instead.  

Students can then select their remaining two courses from the above two areas or venture outside of the department to take 

political science or literature courses in ―Justice, Revenge and Defeat‖ or ―Native American Politics and Policy‖ or 

―Interdisciplinary Approaches to Human Rights.
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V.  DEVELOPMENT OF NEW AND RETENTION OF EXISTING LAW-BASED PROGRAMS  

 

 Several universities have found it difficult to add or maintain programs during the past ten years. This issue was not 

systematically analyzed in this study, but the following examples are noteworthy.  Syracuse business law faculty members 

lost their legal studies major, after which their stand-alone Law and Policy Department was merged into the Management 

Department.  The University of Oklahoma lost its legal studies minor.  Business law faculty members at California State–

Long Beach were left without a department (being housed under the Dean‘s Office) when finance faculty members decided 

to form a separate department.  Other universities, such as Boston College and Loyola College in Maryland, were 

unsuccessful in their attempts to add new legal studies programs.  Politics and budgetary priorities are not far removed from 

changes in department structures and curriculum offerings, especially as universities undergo strained budgets.  Throughout 

the nation, business law faculty members have felt the effect of reduced staffing
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 and increased class sizes, hindering the 

ability to offer writing intensive courses and minimizing the frequency with which noncore business law classes are offered. 

 

 At most universities, there are two or three full-time tenure track business law faculty members (on average), based 

on a sampling of 117 of the 404 universities in the data set.
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  That number may vary, however, depending on the university 

enrollment, size of law-based programs and financial resources of a given university.  Universities with ten or more full-time 

tenure track business law faculty members listed on their Web sites include:  University of Pennsylvania-Wharton, Central 

Michigan University, Pace University, Indiana University–Bloomington/Indianapolis, Baruch College-The City University of 

New York, and California State University–Northridge.  In addition, the University of Central Florida reports eleven full-

time juris doctorate faculty members in its Legal Studies Program outside business.
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 Not all changes in department names and programs have been negative.  Bentley College changed from the 

Department of Law to the Department of Law, Taxation and Financial Planning, in part to raise the salaries of the business 



  

law faculty members.
111

  At Creighton University, law faculty members used the reorganization of the Marketing and 

Management Department as an opportunity to add a Pre-law Track under the Management Concentration, even though they 

did not offer many business law electives.  The Central Michigan University has just developed a new major (in addition to 

its pre-existing minor), while retaining its fourteen J.D. faculty positions (a much larger number of business law faculty 

members than most universities).
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  A few universities, like St. Thomas, have actually been able to expand business law 

positions and add a major concentration as they aspired to attain AACSB accreditation in 2006.  With an increased emphasis 

on ethics, its Legal Studies in Business Department evolved into the Department of Ethics and Business Law with five 

lawyers and three ethicists.
113

  Most universities which already have AACSB accreditation, however, seem to find it more 

difficult to add faculty positions and programs. 

 

Cooperation with disciplines inside and outside business may make it easier to offer a legal studies or pre-law 

program and may lessen political resistance from other departments on campus.  Where it is not feasible to develop a separate 

legal studies program inside business, demonstrating willingness to serve on an interdepartmental committee for the 

development of a law and society minor or pre-law minor may provide an opportunity to offer a law-based program on 

campus.  If a cooperative rather than adversarial approach is adopted, there is a greater likelihood that a legal environment 

course may be included in the mix.  This approach may also be advantageous at universities that do not have sufficient 

staffing to offer a law-based program entirely within one discipline.
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VI.  CONCLUSION 

 

 The authors identified 67 undergraduate law-based programs in business at 57 universities with 2005 AACSB 

accreditation (as set forth in Appendix I).  Of those programs, 35 were minors and 24 were classified as ―major 

concentrations‖ with significant business law course requirements (of 12 or more credit hours).
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  In addition, 8 (primarily 

pre-law) mini-focus programs were sponsored inside business colleges.  The study then differentiated the types of law-based 

undergraduate degrees (and their tendency to include business law courses), and examined what university characteristics 

have a significant effect on whether an undergraduate law-based degree program exists in business. 

 

 The name of the department housing business law faculty has a significant impact on the likelihood that law-based 

programs are housed in that department.  ―Law‖ or ―legal‖ in the name of the department is the most highly significant 

positive predictor (0.00%) of whether a business college will have a law-based degree program.  Law-based programs and 

departments with law or legal studies in the department title also tend to offer more business law courses than departments 

that lack those characteristics.  If business law faculty members are housed in a department with a traditional business 

discipline, a finance department is most likely to support a law-based minor.  In contrast, housing business law faculty 

members in accounting and management departments has a highly significant negative impact on the likelihood that a law-

based program will exist in business.   

 

Other university characteristics analyzed generally have no significance in predicting the likelihood of a law-based 

program inside a business college.  Although aggregate enrollment factors do not seem to determine whether a law-based 

program exists, some significance was noted within enrollment subgroups.
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  The existence of a law-based undergraduate 

program outside the college of business does not statistically influence whether a law-based program will exist inside 

business, nor does the existence of a criminal justice program or a law school granting a juris doctorate degree.  Such 

programs may, however, shape the dynamics of the electives a particular university may wish to offer as part of the program.  

Financial resources and internal politics also play a role in the support and staffing of a law-based program.  Cooperation 

with other disciplines and recognition of how legal issues integrate with and affect other business disciplines may be 

important if business law faculty members hope to start a new legal studies program.   

 

 Legal studies, pre-law, law and society and discipline-specific law-based programs all strive to provide students 

with a foundation for understanding legal principles and improving analytical skills.  The primary focus of each program is 

different, however.  Pre-law degrees are aimed at preparing students for success in law school by emphasizing analytical and 

communication skills in conjunction with an introduction to various legal topics so first year law school students are more 

familiar with basic legal terminology and concepts.  In contrast, law and society degrees more broadly educate citizens to 

understand the role of law in society and its historical and philosophical foundations.  This necessitates a multi-disciplinary 

approach.  Where the program is called ―legal studies‖ or ―business law,‖ rather than pre-law, more law-based courses are 

required inside the college of business.  The primary purpose of legal studies in business degrees is to examine legal and 

fiduciary issues facing business practices and encourage problem-solving skills that stress practical application of legal 

concepts to help managers and employees recognize, understand, and minimize legal risks. 

 

  



  

APPENDIX I  

AACSB Universities (2005) with Undergraduate Legal Studies and Other Law-based Programs in Business (57) 
                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                             Hours of Business Law in Program 
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18 

 

 

14-16 
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fewer 

hours 

University of Alabama-Huntsville x Pre-law Business Minor   x     30/6 

Babson College  x Legal Studies Concentration x      15/12  

Baruch College-The City University of New York  x Law Minor   x     12/9 

Bentley College  x Law Minor    x   15/15   

  Cyber Studies Concentration   x    12/12  

Bloomsburg University  x Legal Studies Minor   x     21/6 

Boston University   Law Concentration x      15/12  

Bowling Green State University  x Business Pre-law Specialization x      21/12  

California State Polytechnic University, Pomona  x Business Law Minor   x  18/18    

 
 Financial Management of Public & Private 

Contracts Minor 
 

 x   21/15  
 

 
 Business Law and Contract Management 

Emphasis 
x 

     15/12 
 

California State University-Fresno  x Legal Environment in Bus. Option x     21/17   

California State University-Los Angeles  x Paralegal Option  x      21/3 

California State University-Northridge  x Business Law Option (Major) x    21/18    

Central Michigan University  x Legal Studies Minor   x   21/15   

  (Bus. Law & Econ. Major pending)         

Creighton University  Pre-law Track in Management  x      21/9 

University of Denver x Legal Studies Minor   x    15/12  

Drexel University x Legal Studies Concentration x    18/18    

Duquesne University  x Legal Studies Concentration x   27/21     

Fairfield University   Business Law & Ethics Minor   x   18/15   

Fordham University  x Business Law & Ethics Minor   x   18/15   

University of Georgia x Legal Studies Emphasis in Int‘l Bus. x     15/15   

Hofstra University  x Legal Studies in Business Minor   x  18/18    

University of Houston–Clear Lake  Legal Studies Major x   51/42     

Indiana University-Bloomington/Indianapolis  x Legal Studies Concentration x     18/15   

Kennesaw State University   Business Law Minor   x   15/15   

University of Louisiana-Monroe  Business Law Minor   x     18/6 

Loyola Marymount University  x Business Law Emphasis Area x      12/12  

Loyola University New Orleans  x Legal Studies Minor   x     21/6 

University of Miami x Legal Studies Major x      18/12  

  Legal Studies Minor   x    12/12  
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Miami University-Ohio  Business & Legal Studies Minor   x  21/18    

 
 Business Legal Studies Track in Bus. 

Management Major 
x 

 

 

    15/12 
 

Michigan State University  
 

Pre-law Concentration in Administration  
 

x 

     
18/9 

Minnesota State University-Mankato x Business Law Minor   x   21/15   

Missouri State University   Legal Studies Minor   x   21/15   

University of Nevada–Las Vegas  Business Law Minor   x  18/18    

State University of New York College at Brockport  Pre-law Specialty Area  x      18/6 

Nicholls State University  x Pre-law Concentration  x      36/6 

University of North Texas x Legal Studies in Business Minor   x  18/18    

Ohio University   Pre-law Major  x      15/9 

Oklahoma State University x Pre-law Option in Gen. Bus. x      33/12  

  Pre-law Option in Economics  x      30/3 

Pace University x Law Minor   x   15/15   

  Pre-law Minor   x     15/6 

University of the Pacific  Business Law Concentration x     15/15   

University of Pennsylvania-Wharton x Legal Studies & Bus. Ethics Concentration x     18/15   

Pennsylvania State University  Legal Environment of Bus. Minor   x    18/12  

Saginaw Valley State University  x Legal Studies Minor (for business)    x    12/12  

  Legal Studies Minor (for nonbusiness)   x  18/18    

Seton Hall University x Legal Studies in Business Minor x     18/15   

Stephen F. Austin State University  Administrative Law Minor   x    18/12  

Stetson University   Business Law Minor   x    15/12  

Suffolk University  x Legal Studies Minor    x    12/12  

Temple University  x Legal Studies Major x     27/15   

University of Toledo  Business Law Minor   x    12/12  

Towson University  Legal Studies Track x    24/18    

Trinity University   Bus. Admin. Legal Studies Minor   x     18/9 

Tulane University x Legal Studies Major x      15/12  

University of Tulsa  Business Law Specialization x      21/12  

Washington State University x Business Law Major x    27/18    

  Business Law Minor   x    18/12  

Western Carolina University x Business Admin. & Law Major x   24/24     

  Business Law Minor (for nonbus.)   x  18/18    

Western Michigan University x Law Minor   x    15/12  

University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh x Legal Studies Emphasis  x      9/3 

University of Wisconsin-Whitewater x Business Law Minor   x   21/15   
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Totals:  57 universities 37 67  programs 24 8 35 3 11 17 21 15 
 

*     St. Thomas University received AACSB Accreditation in 2006 and has a major concentration in the Department of Ethics and Business Law inside the business school. 

**   Interdisciplinary minors co-sponsored by a business college exist at:  Univ. of Denver, E. Tenn. State Univ., Indiana Univ. of Penn., Univ. of Michigan-Flint and Weber Univ. 

*** Significant programs with business law emphasis outside the college of business include:  Bryant College, Central Florida Univ., and Univ. of Massachusetts-Lowell. 
  

                    Parameters: 
 

         I.  The numerator reflects the number of hours required for a law-based program (beyond general education and other major requirements for the college). 
 

      II.  The denominator reflects the number of business law related courses taught inside the college of business in the program. 

                         A.  Business law related course hours include:  

                               1.  law classes taught in the same department as the legal environment or business law core courses inside the college of business; 

                               2.  typical business law courses if taught inside business (employment law, real estate law, securities regulation, commercial law) 

                               3.  core legal environment (LE) / business law (BL) courses 

                                            Some programs list the core course as a requirement in the hours for a minor or program and some do not. 

                                            For uniformity of treatment, the core LE course(s) was added to the hours for the program if it was not already included 

                                            and is reflected in both the numerator and denominator. 

                         B.  Nonbusiness law classes in a program include 

                               1.  classes taught outside the business school whether or not they were law related 

                                          Even if they are law related classes, they are not included in the business law hours in the denominator; 

                               2.  nonlaw classes in other business subjects (including taxation and economics) whether taught in or outside the college of business. 

                         C.   Elect courses from a list 

                               1.  If a student is to select one to three classes and at least two nonbusiness law courses are listed,  

                                    authors assumed the student would select one nonbusiness law class; 

                               2. If a student is to select four or more classes from a list and at least three nonbusiness law courses are listed, 

                                   authors assumed the student would select two nonbusiness law courses. 
                               
   III.  Program classification:  

                        A.   Programs designated as a stand-alone ―minor‖ are classified as a minor. 

                                          Note:  The Cyber Studies Concentration (specialization) at Bentley College is the equivalent of a business law-based minor.                              

                       B.   Programs (other than minors) with 12 or more hours of business law courses are classified as ―Major Concentrations.‖                       

                            Three programs were ―tracks‖ within a business discipline program, but contained 12 or more business law related requirements: 

                                               California State Polytechnic University, Pomona;  Miami University - Ohio and University of Georgia. 

                                         The Pre-law Major at Ohio University only had nine hours of law possible, so it was listed under the ―mini-focus‖ category. 

                        C.   Programs (other than minors) with fewer than 12 hours of business law courses are considered ―Mini-Focus‖ areas. 
  

   IV.  Only undergraduate degree programs in law related areas are included in the list of programs housed  inside business colleges. 

                         Certificates, Associate degrees, graduate degrees in law, J.D. programs and joint undergraduate/J.D. programs are not included. 



  

Appendix II 

SAS Output 
 

Table 4 Supplement 

 

 Coefficient 2 
Pr > 

2
 

Major Concentration:    

Accounting -0.0525 4.82 0.0281 

Management -0.0606 7.04 0.0080 

Law/Legal Studies  0.1351 8.61 0.0033 

    

Minor:    

Accounting -0.0771 6.84 0.0089 

Business Administration -0.0971 9.88 0.0017 

Finance  0.1037 4.06 0.0440 

Information Systems/CIS -0.0872 6.04 0.0139 

Management -0.1025 14.81 0.0001 

Marketing -0.1013 8.46 0.0036 

Real Estate  0.2684 3.58 0.0585 

Law/Legal Studies  0.1696 11.24 0.0008 

    

Program:    

Accounting -0.1246 13.05 0.0003 

Business Administration -0.1118 6.98 0.0082 

Management -0.1300 14.30 0.0002 

Marketing -0.1071 4.20 0.0403 

Law/Legal Studies  0.2704 22.43 <0.0001 

 
Table 5 Supplement 

 

 Coefficient 2 
Pr > 

2
 

Major Concentration -0.0175 0.23 0.6313 

Minor  0.1521 12.90 0.0003 

Program  0.0785 6.13 0.0133 

15+ Program  0.1165 6.79 0.0091 

 
Table 8 Supplement 

 

 Coefficient 2 
Pr > 

2
 

Major Concentration -0.0068 0.33 0.5628 

Minor  0.0048 0.10 0.7519 

Program  0.0131 0.48 0.4856 

15+ Program  0.0040 0.08 0.7721 

 
 

                                                 
Footnotes 

 
1
 Excluded from the set were universities with graduate school accreditation in business that did not have an undergraduate 

business degree program:  University of California–Davis, University of California–Irvine, University of California–Los 

Angeles, University of Chicago, Claremont Graduate University, Columbia University, Dartmouth College, Duke University, 

Graduate College of Union University, Harvard University,  Monterey Institute of International Studies, Naval Postgraduate 



  

                                                                                                                                                                         
School, Northwestern University, Rice University, University of Rochester, Rollins College, Stanford University, 

Thunderbird (the Garvin School of International Management), Vanderbilt University, University of Virginia-Darden, Wake 

Forest University-Babcock, Willamette University, and Yale University.  The University of California-Riverside was 

included in the set of 404 AACSB universities, but the undergraduate degree in business was uniquely offered through the 

College of Humanities, Arts and Social Studies with joint cooperation of the Graduate School of Management.  Accredited 

foreign universities (non U.S.) were excluded from the set in this study, but could be the basis for a separate comparative 

study. 
2
 Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business, http://www.aacsb.edu/members. 

3
 The 2005 AACSB accredited universities set was used to fix the universities in the set, but data collection was completed in 

the summer of 2006. 
4
 New law-based programs in business, department name changes and other data added to a university‘s Web site after June 

2005 were included in this study only if that university‘s Web data was re-examined by the authors in 2006 during the data 

verification stage of this project.  Universities which acquired AACSB accreditation in 2006 (such as St. Thomas and its legal 

studies program) were not part of the data base for this study.   
5 In addition, law-based programs sponsored solely by a single department, interdisciplinary minors (co-sponsored by the 

business college and other department(s) or college(s)) exist at:  University of Denver, East Tennessee State University, 

Indiana University of Pennsylvania, University of Michigan-Flint, University of Pennsylvania-Wharton School and Weber 

University.  These programs were classified as ―interdisciplinary‖ (outside) rather than ―inside‖ the college of business for 

purposes of this study.  (All such interdisciplinary programs were minors; no co-sponsored majors were found.)  The U.S. 

Airforce Academy has an interdisciplinary Legal Studies Major, but does not offer degrees within a business college.   
6
 Some law-based programs are inside business and some are housed elsewhere on campus.  While a comprehensive analysis 

of the nonbusiness law-based programs is beyond the scope of this article, see discussion infra of the legal studies program at 

the University of Central Florida as an example of a large nonbusiness legal studies program. 
7
 Only undergraduate degree programs are studied as ―law-based programs‖; juris doctorates in law and other graduate 

programs are not included within that collective term for purposes of discussion in this article. Criminal justice degrees are 

considered separately and are not included in the collective term ―law-based programs.‖   
8
 As explained more fully infra, a ―major concentration‖ is one which requires 12 or more hours of business law course work 

in the degree program, while a ―mini-focus‖ is one that requires less than 12 hours of business law.   These were designations 

coined by the authors because of the impracticality of grouping programs according to labels used by individual universities; 

universities nationally use the terms ―major, ―option,‖ ―concentration,‖ and ―emphasis‖ inconsistently, sometimes to 

designate a program with very few business law hours and sometimes to designate a program that is business law intensive.  

The term ―minor‖ was consistently used by universities to designate a separate secondary degree that a student could add to a 

major degree.   Although authors list the number of business law hours within the ―minor,‖ the minor is not subdivided into 

major concentration and mini focus categories;  only the law-based degree programs that are not minors carry that distinction.  

Authors did separately examine all business law-based programs that included 15 or more business law hours, calling those 

―15+ hours programs‖ (collectively examining programs from both ―major concentrations‖ and ―minors‖ that satisfied the 15 

hour prerequisite).   
9
 When the reference is to a particular college or department or title of a program, the name will be capitalized, while generic 

references to legal studies programs in general will not be capitalized.   

 
10

  While a few representative programs are highlighted, law-based programs outside business were examined primarily to 

see if they had a statistical impact on the existence of a law-based program inside business.  Data entered in the Excel 

spreadsheet did not differentiate the type of law-related program outside business (except to carve out criminal justice and 

J.D. programs).   It may be the focus of another time-intensive study to examine in more detail the subcategorization of law 

programs outside of business, but doing so is beyond the focus of the current study.    
11

 Although they contain a law component, generic political science degrees and criminal justice programs are not classified 

as ―law-based‖ programs; instead, the latter is used as a separate stand-alone classification for comparative analysis. 
12

 There were more criminal justice programs (239 major and 183 minor programs) than other types of law-based programs 

combined (237).   The existence of a criminal justice program did not statistically affect the probability that a law-based 

program would exist inside business, so authors wanted to examine whether the other law-based programs outside business 

would statistically affect whether there was a program inside business. 
13

 On-line Academic Bulletin, School of Business Administration-Undergraduate, Business Law Department, University of 

Miami, http://www6.miami.edu/umbulletin/und/bus/law.htm (Oct. 30, 2006). 
14

 University of Denver, Legal Studies Minor overview, http://www.daniels.du.edu/degrees/Undergraduate/degreetext.efm 

(July 2, 2003 version). 
15

 See John R. Allison, The Role of Law in the Business School Curriculum, 9 J. LEGAL STUD. EDUC. 239 (1991).  See also 

William G. Elliot and Arthur Wolfe, The Need for Legal Education by Persons in Business, 19 AM. BUS. L. J. 153 (1981) and 

John Donnell, The Businessman and the Business Law Curriculum, 6 AM. BUS. L. J. 451 (1968). 

http://www6.miami.edu/umbulletin/und/bus/law.htm
http://www.daniels.du.edu/degrees/Undergraduate/degreetext.efm
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 S. Scott Massin, Corporate Perspectives on Business Law Curricula:  An Empirical Study, 8 J. LEGAL STUD. EDUC. 69, 83 

(Fall 1989/Spring 1990).  See also Larry Di Matteo, Managing the Legal Factor:  The Legal Implications of Business 

Decision Making, 4 J. LEGAL STUD. BUS. 165 (1995). 
17

 George Siedel, Six Forces and the Legal Environment of Business:  The Relative Value of Business Law among Business 

School Courses, 37 AM. BUS. L. J. 717 (2000).  See also Michael W. Little & William H. Daughtry, Jr. Survey of Virginia 

Executives on the Role of Law in Business Curricula, 13 J. LEGAL STUD. EDUC. 147 (1995). 
18

 See Daniel T. Ostas, Teaching Corporate Social Responsibility in Business Law and Business Ethics Classrooms, 20 J. 

LEGAL STUD. ED. 61 (2000).  See also Marisa Anne Pagnattaro, Case Study:  International Legal and Ethical Considerations 

at Pfizer Inc., 22 J. LEGAL STUD. ED. 169 (2005); Timothy L. Fort, How Relationality Shapes Business and Its Ethics, 16 J. 

BUS. ETHICS 1381 (1997); and Darlene Bay & Martha Broderick, Ethical and Legal Implications of White Collar Crime-

What Students Need to Know, 18 J. LEGAL STUD. ED. 257 (2000). 
19

 Rene Sacasas & Anita Cava, A Legal Studies Major:  The Miami Model, 9 J. LEGAL STUD. EDUC. 339 (1991). 
20

  The number of students majoring or minoring in a program was not readily available on websites of most universities and 

websites were used as the primary method of collecting data for this program.  Where universities had extensive course 

offerings listed in the catalog or ten or more full-time business law faculty members, phone calls or e-mails contacts were 

used to attempt to gather that information.  It is beyond the scope of this study to provide a statistical summary of enrollment 

by program. 
21

 The California State University system was the main part of the country using ―option‖ as the equivalent of a ―major‖ or 

―major concentration‖ in this study.  At California State University-Northridge some Web pages refer to the program as an 

option and others call it a major. 
22

 The authors are not attempting to distinguish between legal environment versus business law courses in this article, but are 

in the process of collecting that information for a future separate paper. 
23

 Business Law Majors and Minors Panel at Academy of Legal Studies in Business (ALSB) National Meeting, Professor 

Richard Sperling, California State University–Northridge (August 12, 2006).   
24

 Since only three elective business law courses are specified, in effect, two nonlaw business courses must be selected; 

consequently, the program is classified as 27/21 in Appendix I.  In describing a law-based program throughout this article, 

27/21 means that there were twenty-seven total hours for the program (twenty-four credit hours plus the business law course 

in the business core) and, of those twenty-seven hours, twenty-one hours are business law requirements or electives (as 

defined in the parameters set forth in the Methodology section of this article).  A business ethics course is among the possible 

unspecified selections of electives in the School of Business Administration, but since the title of the course does not include 

law or legal along with ethics, it is classified as a business course, not as a business law course. 
25

 Quotation marks have been added where necessary to minimize confusion as to what is contained in a particular course 

title. 
26

 Science-based environmental minors or environmental studies minors are fairly common, but it is unusual to find an 

undergraduate environmental degree with law in its name.  A business law course and real estate law (taught in business) are 

among the course offerings for this minor. 
27

 A business ethics or accounting course or an internship is sometimes a requirement instead of legal research. 
28

 For another variation on the theme, see Seton Hall University where there is an 18-hour Legal Studies in Business Minor.  

Rather than two or three required courses, it requires four courses:  Legal Foundations of Business (the core course), 

Advanced Topics in Legal Studies, ―Law, Ethics and Public Policy,‖ and ―Legal Research, Writing and Moot Court.‖  In 

addition, students choose two law electives from additional business law courses, history, political science, philosophy of law 

or sociology of law and the legal system.  Seton Hall University‘s program (18/15) was coded with the assumption that one 

of the electives chosen would be a business law course and one would be outside business. 
29

 See Methodology section of this article for a length description of how business law hours were calculated within a law-

based program. 
30

 Sacasas, supra note 19, at 339. 
31

 Id. at 344 wherein Rene Sacasas and Anita Cava discuss the development and rationale behind the Legal Studies Major at 

the University of Miami, a discussion particularly helpful to faculty members considering initiating new legal studies 

programs inside business. 
32

 Law school admission policies generally do not focus on which undergraduate major a student obtained.  Grade point 

average, LSAT score, personal statement, activities and references play a greater role according to recruiters at Missouri State 

University‘s annual Phi Alpha Delta law school fair. 
33

 See the WALL STREET JOURNAL blog dedicated to this discussion at http://blogs.wsj.com/law/2006/04/26/law-as-an-

undergraduate-major/. 
34

 Housed in the Communications Department, the Communication for Legal Professionals Minor at Southeast Missouri State 

University emphasizes nonlaw courses such as debate, designed to improve analytical and presentation skills – useful 

abilities in law school. 



  

                                                                                                                                                                         
35

 Political science and philosophy are the two most typical social science areas housing a pre-law program, but such 

designated programs can also be found in sociology, economics and occasionally history.   The exact statistical classification 

of these nonbusiness programs by discipline is beyond the scope of this study, as is a lengthy discussion of nonbusiness pre-

law programs. 
36

 Pace University Department Head Art Magaldi, Business Law Majors and Minors Panel at ALSB National Meeting 

(August 12, 2006).   
37

 Under the formula used for this study, twelve hours of business law are recognized.  See Methodology section of this 

article for discussion of classifications. 
38

 As a former intercollegiate debater, author Carol Miller believes that debate was the single most helpful undergraduate 

experience in preparing her for law school. 
39

 For discussion of the growth of ―law and justice‖ programs, see Brandt Goldstein, Notes from the Ivory Tower – Law as a 

College Major?, WALL ST. J. April 26, 2006, http://online,wsj.com/article_email/article_print?SB114546134103230048-

1MyQjAxMDE.html.   
40

 The Business Law and Ethics Minor at Fairfield University is an 18/15 degree, with three required courses: Ethics in 

Business Management, ―Seminar in Business Law, Regulation and Ethics,‖ plus the core Legal Environment course.  

(Accountants have a separate core legal environment course that can substitute for the basic core course.)  In addition there 

are three electives, at least one of which must relate to environmental law (outside business) or ethics, plus at least one of 

which must be a more traditional business law class inside business. 
41

 Fordham University offers an 18/15-hour Business Law and Ethics Minor requiring the Legal Framework of Business 

(core business course) and Ethics in Business.  In addition, students elect four courses from topics ranging from Commercial 

Transactions to International Business Law to Communications Law to Employment Law to Sports and the Law to 

International Business Ethics. 
42

 At the University of Pennsylvania (Wharton School), a Concentration in Legal Studies and Business Ethics is offered.  Six 

hours of law/regulatory environment are required in the business core at Wharton, where students select two of three course 

offerings:  Introduction to Law and the Legal Process, Corporate Responsibility and Ethics or Business in the Global Political 

Environment (the latter being offered by a different department).  In addition, the concentration requires four upper level 

courses offered by the Legal Studies and Ethics Department. 
43

 Proposal for Law and Society Minor at Missouri State University, Statement of Rationale and Objectives, approved by 

Faculty Senate, May 6, 2004. 
44

 Author Carol Miller served on the interdisciplinary faculty committee that created the Law and Society Minor at Missouri 

State University. 
45

 See Methodology section of this article for discussion of distinction between a ―major concentration‖ and a ―mini-focus.‖  

Because this is a data-intensive article and the authors wanted the numbers as numeral figures to standout, the authors 

sometimes intentionally use numerals rather than words for numbers under 100 for emphasis, but have otherwise followed 

Harvard Bluebook citation rules. 
46

 Two of these programs were ―legal environment‖ programs; one program was entitled ―Financial Management of Public 

and Private Contracts;‖ one was a cyber law program, and one was an administrative law program. 
47

 See Methodology section of this article for a length description of how business law hours were calculated within a law-

based program. 
48

  Further statistical analysis of these courses and the content course descriptions (particularly of the core legal environment 

/ business law courses) is the subject of a separate future paper.  See Allison, supra note 15 for the course descriptions at 

twelve universities.  While John Allison‘s JLSE article is from 1991, it provides a historical basis for universities wishing to 

compare current course descriptions. 
49

 Collection and classification of data was complicated by the lack of uniformity in nomenclature and the challenges posed 

by very diverse Web site structures. 
50

 Information was collected on 100% of the 404 universities in most fields of entry.  This was accomplished with exhaustive 

Web site searches, combined with follow-up e-mails and telephone calls. 
51

 See Donald Boren, An Analysis of Law Courses in the Masters of Business Administration Programs at AACSB 

Institutions, 11 J. LEGAL STUD. EDUC. 21 (1993).   
52

 Some universities had only graduate legal studies programs, which were excluded from this study.  Drexel added both 

undergraduate and graduate legal studies programs in 2006. 
53

 Data was collected regarding whether each university had a juris doctorate graduate degree to determine whether the 

existence of  a J.D. program had a statistical effect on the existence of an undergraduate legal studies program.  Beyond that 

calculation, J.D. programs were not analyzed. 
54

 Most AACSB universities include one three-hour legal environment or business law course as part of the business core 

requirements.  The statistical mean was 3.08 hours of business law/legal environment in the core.  This calculation does not 

include additional ―choose between‖ hours where a second business law course competes with two or three other business 

courses or where a second course is merely ―recommended.‖  Accounting CPA programs may require or recommend an 

http://online,wsj.com/article_email/article_print?SB114546134103230048-1MyQjAxMDE.html
http://online,wsj.com/article_email/article_print?SB114546134103230048-1MyQjAxMDE.html


  

                                                                                                                                                                         
additional business law course.  The core course was taught at the sophomore or junior level at most universities (with the 

2.46 average being about equidistant between those two years).  This information is the subject of a separate potential article. 
55

 At the University of Baltimore, for example, a student accepted into that university‘s law school can double count the first 

year of law school as a Jurisprudence Specialization to complete his or her undergraduate degree.  Joint J.D. – undergraduate 

programs such as this were not classified as undergraduate law-based programs and were not included in the data analyzed. 
56

 No significant differences resulted from the 15+ hour law-based program versus major concentrations with the variables 

assessed. 
57

 Only the California State universities and Oklahoma State University used the term ―option‖ to describe their ―major‖ 

programs. 
58

 For example, Seton Hall University‘s Legal Studies in Business Minor (18/15) was coded with the assumption that one of 

the electives chosen would be a business law course and one would be outside business.  The first number indicates total 

hours and the second number indicates the number of business law hours within that total. 
59

 At most universities, gender studies and race studies courses are taught in social science colleges rather than inside 

business because of their societal implications.  If such courses were offered by the same department where the core business 

law course was taught, they were nonetheless classified as ―business law‖ classes for purposes of this study and the 

calculation of business law hours in law-related business degree. 
60

 In universities listing their faculty members by discipline, this was a relatively easy task.   Most Web sites are not that user-

friendly.  Often locating a faculty member who taught core business law classes necessitated going though many names of 

faculty members until someone with a J.D. was found.  Although many Web sites then have a link to that faculty member‘s 

mini-vita and publications, such a link is not universally available.  Sometimes, course schedules had to be consulted to 

determine who taught business law.   
61

 See Table 2, reporting that only 8 of the 109 universities had a law-based program in business when business law faculty 

members were housed in a department whose departmental name included the accounting discipline. 
62

 The lower the percentage, the more significant the results are. 
63

 While University of the Pacific and Trinity University lack departmental divisions, their law-based programs are not 

substantially different from programs housed within departments.  The University of the Pacific‘s Specialty Area 

Concentration in Business Law (15/15) requires commercial law and international business law (in addition to the core legal 

and ethical environment of business course); students also take two of the following three classes:  Employment Law, Legal 

Aspects of Real Estate or Tax Accounting.  At Trinity University the Business Administration Legal Studies Minor (18/9) 

requires two business law courses and Fundamentals of Accounting; in addition, an international course in business or 

economics is required and students select one course from philosophy or sociology or political science or communications, 

plus one additional approved elective. 
64

 For example, there were twenty-two entries (counts) for information systems in Table 3 (counting both the horizontal and 

vertical entries).   Table 2, however, indicates that only sixteen universities housed business law faculty members in 

departments containing information systems or computer in the departmental name.   In six universities, the department name 

contained more than two disciplines, so a correction was necessary for Table 2 to reflect only one entry per university per 

discipline. 
65

 Departments called ―law,‖ ―business law,‖ ―legal studies,‖ ―law and ethics,‖ and ―law and social responsibility‖ were 

included in the ―stand alone‖ law department count.  Universities with stand-alone business law departments and legal studies 

degree programs include:  University of Alabama-Huntsville, Baruch College-The City University of New York, Bowling 

Green State University, California State University-Northridge, University of Denver, Drexel University, Duquesne 

University, Fordham University, Indiana University-Bloomington/Indianapolis, University of Miami, University of 

Pennsylvania-Wharton, Temple University, and Suffolk University. 
66

 Boston College, St. John‘s University and University of Loyola-Maryland have stand-alone legal studies departments but 

do not sponsor undergraduate legal studies degrees. 
67

  See Appendix II for SAS output coefficients and Chi-Square values.   
68

 Coastal Carolina University houses business law faculty members in the Marketing, Management and Law Department, 

but does not offer a legal studies program. 
69

 There are only three universities with law-based major concentrations that were housed in finance departments, an 

insufficient number to show significance; finance departments mainly sponsor minors in legal studies. 
70

 See Appendix II for SAS output coefficients and Chi-Square values. 
71

 The authors were surprised that the category with the highest number of AACSB accredited universities had only 5,000 to 

9,999 students.  The authors would have expected larger universities to dominate the accredited group. 
72

 Universities with multiple programs were only counted once.  See Table 7 for a breakdown of multiple programs. 
73

 Coefficient =  -0.0801; Chi-Square = 6.47; Significance level = 0.0110 
74

 Babson College and University of Tulsa had major concentrations, while Fairfield University, Stetson University and 

Trinity University had minors. 



  

                                                                                                                                                                         
75

 Authors did not gather information regarding financial support for specific programs or comprehensive data related to 

internal politics, but see discussion of the programs at the small enrollment private colleges:  Bentley College, Babson 

College, and Bryant College infra.  There are 6000 or fewer students at each of the three colleges. 
76

 This number does not include criminal justice programs, but see Goldstein, supra note 39 estimating that only ―about 60 

colleges‖ have ―law and society,‖ ―law and justice‖ or ―legal studies‖ programs. 
77

 The numbers in Table 7 do not include criminal justice programs. 
78

 Missouri State University, enrollment 20,100, changed names from Southwest Missouri State University to Missouri State 

University in 2005.   
79

 The Legal Studies in Business Minor was created in 1977 at Missouri State University and is housed in the Finance and 

General Business Department.   Students who minor in legal studies must take a legal research and writing class, plus the six 

hours of legal environment courses (four hours of which are required for the business core:  a three hour legal environment 

course and a one hour creditors‘ rights course).  Students with this minor and some business majors must also take the 

business organizations-property law course to complete the six hours of legal environment courses.  In addition, students 

elect twelve hours of law-related courses from eighteen listed courses, spanning a wide variety of law offerings across 

campus.  At least one elective must be outside the business college and one course must be inside business.  Inside business 

offerings include Labor Law and Employment Discrimination, Real Estate Law, Estate Planning, Environmental Regulation, 

International Business Law and the recent addition of an ADR course, as well as insurance (same department) and tax 

(School of Accountancy) to round out the ―inside business‖ offerings.  Nine law-based courses outside the College of 

Business Administration are in the ―elect from‖ category also. 
80 The Public Law Minor evolved from a Political Science minor in 1987 at Missouri State University.  Students are required 

to take four political science courses:  Judicial Process, Constitutional Law and Politics, Civil Rights and Liberties, and 

Individual Liberties in the American Constitutional System.  Legal Environment of Business, and Labor Law and 

Employment Discrimination (taught inside business) are among the six hours of electives (along with Philosophy of Law, 

Sociology of Law, and Psychology and the Law). 
81

 The Law and Society Minor requires Philosophy of Law, Sociology of Law and a constitutional law course (history or 

political science).  In addition, students select twelve hours of electives; electives include Environmental Regulation (in 

business) in addition to the Legal Environment of Business course.  No more than two courses per discipline are permitted. 
82

 See Thomas W. Dunfee, President’s Address, 1990, 9 J. LEGAL STUD. ED. 233 (1991), discussing what business law 

faculty members can do to ―improve the lot of law in business schools,‖ advice which may assist business law faculty 

strategically who seek to create programs in legal studies. 
83

 See Appendix II for SAS output coefficients and Chi-Square values. 
84

 Coefficient = -0.1165; Chi-Square = 6.43; Significance level = 0.0113. 
85

 Babson College and University of Tulsa had major concentrations, while Fairfield University, Stetson University and 

Trinity University had minors. 
86

 When there is zero overlap of the independent and dependent variable, CATMOD statistics cannot be run, so size could not 

be used as a pro/con predictor in the smallest universities since no university had a law-based program both inside and 

outside of business. 
87

 A juris doctorate in law is the most common graduate degree in law and the degree obtained by individuals who become 

attorneys.  Other graduate law degrees were not analyzed in this study. 
88

 Juris doctorate programs existed at 137 of the 404 AACSB universities in the data set.  The existence of a J.D. degree 

(independent variable) was compared to legal studies programs, major concentrations and minors using the CATMOD 

procedure.  The J.D. did not statistically impact any of those classifications.  For programs, the coefficient =  0.0313;  Chi-

Square = 2.64; significance level = 0.1040. 
89

 Web site searches revealed 239 major programs and 183 minors in criminal justice at 268 universities. 
90

  Coefficient = 0.00310; Chi-Square = 0.03; Significance level = 0.8706. 
91

 These programs are not included in Appendix I listing of law-based programs inside business. 
92

 E-mail from Professor and Department Chair Tom Dunfee, Wharton School of University of Pennsylvania and assistant 

Lauretta Tomasco (Sept 13, 2006), noting that the Introduction to Law and the Legal Process course and two history courses 

are required for all majors, but in the other five categories students select from an array of course offerings. 
93

 E-mail Professor Susan Boyd, University of Tulsa (February 26, 2003). 
94

 While the University of Central Florida supports eleven full-time J.D.s in the Department of Criminal Justice and Legal 

Studies, there are only two full-time business law faculty members.  Some of the attorneys in this nonbusiness department are 

ALSB members.  Phone interview with Carol Bast, University of Central Florida, Editor-in-Chief, of Journal of Legal 

Studies Education (Sept. 6, 2006). 
95

 The University of Massachusetts-Lowell has about 12,000 students. 
96

 E-mail from Professor Michael Jones, University of Massachusetts-Lowell (Sept. 12, 2006) reporting that the Legal 

Studies Minor used to be housed with accounting inside the business college.   After some political issues within the School 

of Management arose about ten years ago, legal studies faculty members and the program were moved to the College of Arts 



  

                                                                                                                                                                         
and Sciences, where they chose to join the Economics Department because there was greater synergy and overlap of research 

interests than with Political Science or Criminal Justice. 
97

 Tabulation of data collected from Web sites in this project. 
98

 See Dan Ostas, Deconstructing Corporate Social Responsibility:  Insights from Legal and Economic Theory, 38 AM. BUS. 

L. J. 261, 299 (2001).  
99

 E-mail from Professor Nancy White, Central Michigan University (February 18, 2007). 
100

 Because there were no business law classes required in these programs, they were excluded from the law-based programs 

in business listed in Appendix I and were not included in ―inside business‖ programs for analytical purposes. 
101

 In contrast, the University of Michigan–Ann Arbor houses its legal environment course inside the business school, but the 

department is called the Law, History and Communications Department. 
102

 The legal environment course required in the business core is almost universally taught inside the college of business.  

Bryant College and the University of Massachusetts-Lowell are aberrations.  
103

 This core business law course was added to the 39-hours of requirements at Clear Lake in Appendix I. 
104

 Bentley College‘s Law Department recently changed names to Law, Taxation and Financial Planning.  Business Law 

Majors and Minors Panel at ALSB National Meeting, Professor Stephen Lichtenstein, Bentley College (August 12, 2006).   
105

 Bentley College also offers a Cyber Studies Concentration with all law courses. 
106

 The English Origins of American Law course is taught only in their London, England program.  Author Carol Miller 

taught a similar course (Anglo American Jurisprudence) when she taught in the Missouri London (study abroad) Program. 
107

 The authors classified this program as ―inside‖ business, but assumed that students would take at least one of the outside 

courses. 
108

 The authors received numerous e-mails from faculty members who had lost tenure track positions, but a comprehensive 

study was not done regarding the frequency with which this has occurred.  Because of the politically sensitive implications, 

the authors of this article elected not to list responding professors by name.  At least two universities have gone from seven 

full-time positions to three positions.  At numerous universities, one or more positions have been lost during the last ten 

years. 
109

  It was very difficult to accurately identify the number of full-time tenure track faculty members.  Many Web sites did not 

delineate full-time versus part-time faculty members.  Tenure-track versus annual appointment lecturers were not always 

clearly distinguished.  Many Web sites did not provide discipline-specific classification.  Simply identifying business law 

faculty members sometimes necessitated searching aphetically through all business faculty members to identify disciplines.   

It was also laborious to identify the J.D.s who taught business law and not simply tax (taught sometime by a J.D. and 

sometimes by an accountant).  Since collection of this data related to the number of full-time J.D.s teaching business law was 

the most laborious and least reliable, the attempt to collect information was abandoned after a little over ¼ of the universities 

were examined – to expedite the publication of this article whose main focus is the examination of legal studies and other 

law-based programs in business. 
110

 Telephone interview with Professor Carol Bast, University of Central Florida (Sept. 8, 2006). 
111

 Business Law Majors and Minors Panel at ALSB National Meeting, Professor Stephen Lichtenstein, Bentley College 

(August 12, 2006).  In many universities, however, the fact that law is housed with finance or accounting does not necessarily 

lead to increased salaries for the business law faculty members. 
112

 E-mail from Professor Nancy White, Central Michigan University (August 29, 2006).  Housed inside the college of 

business, the Central Michigan University Finance and Law Department offers a wide spectrum of law courses, including 

racial justice, women and law, in addition to business law topics.  The 33-hour Business Law and Economics Major program 

includes 15 hours of business law related courses.  It is not included in the calculations, since the program has not received 

the final approval from the state legislature (although it successfully made it through the internal university curricular 

process). 
113

 E-mail from Associate Professor and Chair Susan Marsnik, University of St. Thomas (Sept. 12, 2006).  The six course 

major concentration requires five business law courses.   It is not listed in Appendix I, since that table is based on 2005 

AACSB accredited universities. 
114 The successful politics associated with creation of the newest law-based minor at Missouri State University are worth 

mentioning for departments currently seeking to add a legal studies minor.  The Legal Studies Minor in Business was 

approved in 1977; the Public Law Minor evolved from a political science minor in 1987.  Degrees in Crime and Society also 

predate this newest minor.  The 2004 interdisciplinary Law and Society Minor, housed in the College of Humanities and 

Public Affairs (rather than in a particular department) was the last law-based minor to emerge.  Missouri State University has 

a ―public affairs‖ mission.  Spearheading the drive to add a public affairs-oriented law minor was long-time criminology 

professor, Mike Carlie.  He invited a business law professor (Carol Miller) and two political science professors, as well as 

representatives from philosophy, economics and sociology to join a committee to determine the requirements for the Law and 

Society Minor.  He also talked to the deans and department heads in those disciplines to be sure there would not be 

opposition to the minor as the program proceeded to the interdisciplinary campus curriculum committee and to Faculty 

Senate for approval.  Core requirements for the Law and Society Minor include Sociology of Law, Philosophy of Law and a 



  

                                                                                                                                                                         
constitutional law (history or political science course).  Having a business law faculty member on the committee also helped 

facilitate inclusion of a legal environment of business course and an environmental regulation course among the listings of 

electives from which students must take twelve hours. 
115

 See Appendix I for details.  For emphasis the numbers in this sentence were listed as numerals rather than spelled out. 
116

 As discussed in the article, universities with 10,000-14,999 students were less likely to have a legal studies degree 

program and universities with 15,000-19,999 students were less likely to have a law-based program inside business if a law-

based program existed outside business. 


